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road and footpaths, and( preparing the road
leading, to the recreation ground. It was
also decided that the ratepayers of the
central ward alone, the business and resi-
dential section, should be responsible for
finding the interest and sinking fund on
thn loan.

Hon. A. Thomson: That was because the
money was being expended only in the
central ward.

I-on. J. Mr. DREW: Yes. A resolutioii
to that effect was carried. It was deemed
only just by members of the road board
that, inasmuch as a large number of far-
flers and some pastoralists would be
bron.-ht into the matter and be held finan-
cially responsible for the consequent taxa-
tion, etc., they should be excluded and the
whole financial responsibilityv should rest onl
the ratepayers of the central ward. Every-
one supported the prop)osition. In the draft-
ing of the proposal for publication in the
''Governiuent Gazette'' a couple of line.;
from the Act, Section 245, 'vere inadver-
tently omitted, and whether the proposal is
legal or not, the responsibility of the loan
will rest upon the whole of the road dis-
trict, farmers and pastoralists included.
That, it is considered. would be A gross
injustice to those people. Matters are at
a standstill at the moment, but much time
wvould be saved if Parliament passed this
measure.

Question put And passed.

Bill read a second tim~e.

In Commtittee.

Bill passed through Commnittee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

House adjourned a% 9.17 p.m.

legislative Rseniblv.
Tuesday, 20th Septem~ber, 1938.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL-MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Alines alid
read a first tinie.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Fair Rents.
2, Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-

ient.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL - PARLIAMENTARY DISQUAII-
rICATIONS (DECLARATION Or
LAW).

Seond Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR XUSTICE (Hon.
F- C. L. Smith-Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[4.35] in moving the second reading said:
This is a smuall but highly desirable measure,
And one which I believe wvill effect its inten-
tion. I trust it v-ill be acceptable to both
Houses of the Legislature. Its purpose is
to remove doubts which have arisen in eon-
nec-tion wvith the interpretation of those
provisions of the Constitution Act to which
it r-cfers, and upon which there has been a
g reat variety of legal opinions. Actually,
I believe, there has been no legal decision
on the question whether the provisions were
intended to refer to every type of contrac-
trial relationship between a Government de-
partinent and a member of Parliament,
althoughi there have been decisions which
.support the construction that the Bill seeks
to place on those provisions. 'Subsection I
of Seetion 32, with which we are primarily
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concerned, deals with two classes of ver-
sons--those who enter into contracts with a
Government department, and those who
suibsequently carry them out. The first class
of persons; is (lealt with in the words "any
p~erson who shall directly or indirectly,
himiself or by any person whomsoever in
trust for him or for his use or benefit or on
his account undertake, execute, hold or
enjoy, either in the whole or in part, any
contract, agreement or~ commission made Or
entered into with, under or fronm any' per-
son whomsoever for or onl account of the
Government of the Colony." The second
cla"' of persons is described as "those who
stall knowin!gly furnish or provide in pur-
sunce of anyv such contract, agrreernent or
commission any money to be remitted
abroad or any goods wvhatsoever to bhe used
or employed in the service of the public."I

It is generally agreed, I believe, that these
subsections as originally drafted were
framed in such a was' that it would not he
possible for a member of Parliament to
evade his obligations in connection with the
contracts referred to: that is to say, that he
would not be able to evade them, in the first
instance, by getting someone else to enter
into the contract or himself supplying the
goods tinder that particular contract. The
Bill does not seek to amnend the provisions
of the Constitution Act at all, but rather to
interpret or construe them so as to clarify
the meaning,, uponi which, as T have indi-
cated, there his been much donbt. What-
ever roomn mighlt exist for difference of
opinion fromi the purely legal aspect, this
legislation, fromn the commnonsense point of
view, is aimed at such contracts as mar be
concerned with the transmission of moneyv
abroad and with merchandise used or em-
ployed, or to he used or employed, in the
service of the public.

Hon. C. 0. Latham:- Will not this Bill
allow an ordinary contract for public works
to be carried out9

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No.
That is referred to elsewhere in the section.
This Bill will not interfere with that section
in any way' whatever. It has been said, per-
haps with sonic justification, that there is a
tendency among lawyers-and because of
this tendency we get varying legal opinions
-to resolve doubts which exist in their
minds reg-arding this particular section of
the constttion by putting the widest pos-

sible construction upon it. This tendency
is resIponsible for the many legal opinions
that have been griven on &h section. The
reason for lplaeintt the widest pos4ble con-
struction upon the section is because the
legal fraternity bear in mnid the heavy pen-
alties that may be imposed for a breach of
the section. As members know, the penalty
is disqualification as a member of Parlia-
iment. Section 69 provides a further penalty,
a fine of £200. Members should1 also bear
in mind that this penalty may be stied for
by any conimon informier. We regard our-
selves generally as a highlyv civilised people
who have had the advantag-es of education.
'We consider we have reached a high stan-
(lard of intelletual development. After all,.
thle hist-ory of every country is the hintor-y
of its intellectual development: arid, ini com-
parison with other people, wye recgard our-
selves; as at people with a high knowledge of
the arts and crafts, as people who are good
eolonisers and as people who contribute
larg-ely to the progress of mankind. N\ot-
withstanding this, we do unfortunately still
find inL our midst persons who fall veryI mueh
below the average standard and Who are,
willing to assume the role of a conunlon in-
former, a type of person despised in all ages-
and in all countries. So long as doubts exist
as to the type of contract to which the sec-
tion refers, memrbers of Parliament who en-
ter into the most innocent contracts or rela-
tionships with the Government may find
themselves threatened with proceedings and
heavy penalties at the hands of sorte chance
eornrlnon informer. Manyv countries, such as
Australia. the United States of America,
France and fi-ermianv have written constitu-
tions containling speific provisions. The
Btitish Constitution. howePver is uiwuit-
ten, althoug-h many of its, rules, are to be-
found in legal decisions and in se 1)arately
enacted laws. The provisions in our consti-
tution to which the Bill refers were first in-
corporated in a Bill-known colloquially as.
the Contractors' Bill-in 1782. This was
introduced into and passed by the Britis~h
House of Commons. Its provisions, were
subsequently repeated in another Bill in
1801, which referred to Irish members of
Parliament elected to the House of Coin-
maons. Those enactments are known as the
House of Commons Disqualification Actsr
of 1782 and 1801. That great reverence was.
felt for those Acts is evident from the fact
thait the framers of our constitution in-
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eluded their provisions in the constitution
under which weP function. Sir Stafford
Cripps, the British Soljeitor-Ocueral, in in-
traducing a mneasure similar to this into the
British Parliament in 1931, to deal with pre-
cisely the same difficulty, said this-

The Act of' I782, as Vie R ouse will perhaps
recollect, was passed in order to deal with a1
specific grave sea tdal which existed at the
timec as regards what were known as contrac-
tors' profits, and also to deal with corrupt
admninistration, as regards the giving out of
contracts by, various Government departments.
Apparently, it was generally' acknowledged in
thle country at that timle that excessive profits
were being ncade in' a corrupt wvay by vairioui
contractors who were supplying war inaterial
.and stores and nioncy) for the purpose of carry-
ing on the Americani war, i whicl, the country
then found itself enigngcd.
Later in his spieech, Sir Stafford Cripps
said-

I have again reviewed the Acts and aill the
opinions that hadc been, given upon thein and
,all the tases wlieli had been decided under
them, and , Canl tellI the Flou1se that in liy view
the interpretation placed] upofl Section 1 of
the Act of 1782 by this Bill is the. correct one.

Thbe Bill introduced by Sir Stafford Cripps
passed both Houlsel of Parliam~ent in Eng-
land with little or- no opposition. Thus, we
are not seeking to establish a precedent onl
this occasion, hut rather we have a precedent
established fromi a source which, Onl matters
of this k ind, is one that I think will appeal
to hon. mlemlbers, and is not likely to be ques-
tioned iw them. Previous to the Eng-lish
Bill of 19:31, thep Hou1se or Coalmtons bad
piassed at numb er of personal indeminit 'y Acts
to relieve membters wvho had in fringed the
Constitution i nadvertentl v in some smnall
measure, alnd had eonseqjueintlv rendered
themselves liable to disqualifical ion and to
possible penalties. The 1931 13i11 introduced
by' Sir Stafford Cripps, and subsequently
passed, dealt with a different kind of ease.
The personmal indeninit 'v measures denaIt
purely with ty- pes of contracts that would
obiviously be those referred to byv the Coni-
stito tion7 irrespetive of what interpretation
might be put uplon them. But the Enaglishi
Bill to interpret and] construe the meaning
of the provisions arose out of a cae in which
Viscounat C manune, thle moember for South
Dors~et, inherited a property from his father,
Lord Sal isbur3 amid, prior to the decease of
Lord Salisbury' , that gentleman had eniteredl
into a contract w ith the Postinster-Genier,,i
in connection with this property inherited
by Viscount C ra i ni rue, wider which lie let

tol thme Post Office, onl a year to year tenancey,
a building- used as the Hatfield post office.
Being of' lme opinion that the Act of 1782
was never intended to cov-er such a case, and
vet bvina_ influenced by the fact that there
hald been legal opinions upon the meaning
aind interpretation of these particular see-
tioils to which mouch weight must be given,
and that the courts might possibly interpret
Sectioni 1 of' the Di.,qunlifleation Act in such
a way as to bring under it every type of con-
tractual relationship between a member of a
Government department and a member
of Parliamlent, Sir Stafford Cnipps was
anxious to remove doubts and clear lip the
matter. In connection vith the case of
Viscount Cranbourne, it would have been
possib~le for the House of Commons to pass
a personal indeminity' Bill, but it was con-
sidered that if that had been done the House
of Comnmns, too, would be aissumned to be of
the opinion that the provisions of the Act
referred to everyi possible typ)e of contractuall
relationship. It was realised also that if the
H-ouse of Commitons was to set its seal upon
thlit p a rticuilar opinion, quite possibly every
Memberl Of the House Of Commons might be
placed in jeopardy. Sir Stafford therefore
took steps to clarify' the position, to inter-
pret the Act by an Act, and so remove the
ambiguity that had given rise to conflicting
opin ions.

]it support of the opinions that Sir
StaffWord hlaid formed ats to the meaning of
those particular provisions, that, as I have
indic-ated, nitostly referred to those types of
cointracts re ating to the remission of miomcy
abroad, or contracts in connection with the
wanres and merchandise to be used or em,,-
ployed in the Government service, Sir
Staffor d quoted from the debates that took
lace inl 1782 in order to give some indica-
tion of whlat "-as in the mninds of those who
framned the legislation and who werE respon-
sible for the passing of it. The Lord Chan-
cellor of the day, Lord Thurlow, who was
opposing the measure, said-

Why, then, separate the miercantile interests
from 'those of the rest of the kingdom, and
why say that merchants alone should not have
seats in the House of Commons?

The P'resident of the Council, Lord Cato-
den, who was supporting the Bill, said-

The nmbnler of public contraetors was4 well
known and ally observation made on that body
would carry withi it a personal tendency. It
"-AS the general principle Of temptation against
which! thle Bill was intended to mailitate, be-
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cause the mecang offered or held out of aniasq-
ing within a few years a princely fortune,
a fortune ample enouigh to exced int opukrve
een a miodern _Nabob, wera sufficient, consitl-
ering the forcible impression made by a nian 's
family and friends, to stagger the most grYimi
and deocided chtaracter.

The language used] by Lord Caniden Was,
of course, altogether too strong for us to
consider for a momient that hie was, cene
contemplating such a contract as that coni-
nected with thie purchase from the Govern-
ment. of electric light or wvater supply. v for
instance. I am sure that the Speaker of this
].-Iouse could testifir to thle fact that the opu1-
h-ace of a 'Nabob; could nover, he attained
through an Ag-ricultural lBank Joan, Aun-
other speaker of the day, Mr. Burke, refer-
ring to membhers of Parliamnit who hadl con-
tracts, said-

Thecy had an option either to retatin tileir
political rights and sit in Parliament, or their
professional and colirniercial rights by- pur-
suing their trade and supplying the Govern-
mient as usual.

1 join with Sir Stafford Cripps in saying
that these extracts are sUfiCiently indicative
of what was in the minds of thle framers of
the legislation which wvas similar to that
with which we are dealing in the Bill. The
sections of the Conistit ution Act to which
this Bill. refers have conc clown to us, and
still remain with us, almost a replica of the
provisions in the Contractors' Act of 1782.
and despite the fact that these. provisions
have persisted for over 150 years, with all
their ambiguity, I do not think anyone has
suffered through the wvider legal initerpreta-
tion that might be placed upon themi as
against the conimon-senso interpretation
conforming to the evident intention of the
framers of the original Bill. As members
know, it has, however, gil-en rise to a good
deal of disputation and conflict of opinion,
and the outcome has been that members of
Parliament have functionedI as such in anl
atmosphere of uncertainty because of their
relationship with Government departments,
and the extent to which they' could have
such relationships were indicated in the pro-
visions of the Constitution which, in their
terms, were implicit rather than explicit.
This Bill will declare the mieaning- of thle
provisions iii a wayv that wvill remove doubt.
SO I commllend the melasure to the House.I
move-

That the Bill be now r-cad a second time.
Oil motioni by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate

adjourned.

BILL-QITALrICATION Or ELECTORS
(LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL).

.Second Rendig.
THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.

F. C. L Smnith-Brown Hill-Ivanlhoe) [5.41
ill mnoving, the second reading of the Bill
ziaid: The oblject of the Bill is to repeal
Sectiott .5 of thme Constitution Act Amiend-
ment Act, and to replace that section wvith
other provisions. Onl the ]Bill that I have
just, introduced I spoke ahout antiquated
legislation, and I indicated to sonic extent
thme archaic character or' some of the pro-
visions or our Constitution. The provisions
of Section 153 of the Constitution Act also
bear inl a great measure the am.peet of age.
They-. seek to perpetuate. the idea that ac-
quisitiveness is the hall-miark of intelligence,
that the capacity to acquire real estate
rather thamn monetary wsealth gives one that
degree of intelligence needed to vote at
Legislative Couincil elections. I remember
recently reading in the "'West Australian"'
an article by Professor Mfurdoch, who wade

a ugestion that a test of intelligence
should ie imnimoed upon electors, before the;'
were permitted to have a, ballot paper on
which to record their votes. Professor
5Murdochl suggested that the electors should
be called upon to work out a cross-word
puzzle before receiving their ballot papers.
F certainly think that would he a mnuch
better test than the test imposed upon elec-
tors under theo provisions; of Section 15 -)f
the Constitution Act as it now stands.

Hon. C. GI. LAthani: Do you endorse that
article of Professor Mfurdoch 's?

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not.

lHon. C. G. Lathanm: Of course you select
fromi it that which suits you.

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Ae-
cently in a certain town in this State I
met an old gentleman who at one time wal3
very wealthy. He was hail-fellow well-met
with all Legislative Councillors in this
State, and they regarded him as possessing
the necessary qualifications, and intelli-
gence, of coarse, to v-ole reasonably at
Leg-islative Council elections. Our economic
chianges, however, hrought misfortune oil
that oldI gentlenin, and to-day hep is one
of the down-and-outers. He diemonstrated
that in certain circumstances hie was able
to acquire wealth, but with chnged con-
ditions, he lost his wealth, and because of
thlat loss he is no longer qualified under

SS9
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the provisions of the Constitution Act, to
vote at a Legislative Council election.

Mr. McDonald: It is a test of intelli-
gence ijf a man can keep his money.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It IS
not a test of intelligence if a man does
nothing but sit on his money. The usual
test of intelligence and mark of citizen-
ship is when a man invests his money and
gives someone else as well a chance to ac-
quire wealth; but if he has the misfortune
to lose what he possesses, he is denied the
right to vote at Legislative Council elec-
tions. The member for Nedlands (Hon. N.
Keenan) the other evening spoke of the
antiquated character of the Companies Act.
Other members have referred to other Acts
which, they say, have been on our statute-
book for many years, and which should be
amended because of their age. But they
never say- that about the Constitution Act,
because of its antiquity.

Mr. Hughes: Members here have voted
for a Bill to amend the Constitution Act.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Mem-
bers hold the idea that the Constitution
Act should be sacrosanct and that nothing
should be done to interfere with its pro-
visions. When an attempt was made to
amend the Constitution Act in the direc-
tion of giving members of Parliament some
protection-hLose who had certain types of
contractual relationship with Government
departments-another place feared to make
the change, and urged that the Constitution
should he sacrosanct. It should be no more
sacrosanct than any other type of legisla-
tion; it should he kept up with the times
and with the modern trend of thought-in
,connection with democracy, for instance.
We talk about democratic forms of govern-
meat and we are proud of our democracy.
We talk also of government of the people,
for the people, by the people, but we set
up a Constitution in which the voice of
the people, at any rate in connection with
legislation, is distinctly' muffled. In June
,of last year wre had on the Legislative As-
senibly rolls the names of 249,887 electors,
while on the Council roll at the same date
there were only 86,411 names.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: Can you explain the
reason?

The MATNISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
lion, member knows thant it is due to the re-
stricted franchise.

Hon. C. G. Latham,: No; for one House
there is compulsory enrolment, and for the
other there is not.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Before
compulsory enrolment came into force in
this State, the position was the same; and
so, whilst we have this position, 86,000 odd
electors can thwart, through another place,
the wishes of 249,000 odd electors entitled
to vote for members of the Legislative As-
sembly. Is it any wonder that the voice
of the people is not heard, and that the de-
sires of the people are not agreed to? In
these days there is great need for democratic
form of government. We should make it
truly democratic so that people themselves
will appreciate the fact that they have such
a form of government and not one that
merely masquerades as such, and under
which one branch of the Legislature can
constantly, year after year, stultify the
wishes of the electors, and deny to the
peOople those things for which they express
a desire through the ballot box when they
vote for members of the Assembly. No
wonder another place is conservative in its
outlook. Acquisitiveness is the natural at-
titude of mind on the part of the people
who are thinking in the terms of property
qualifications. Because they acquire some
property they are regarded as possessing a

getrdgree of intelligence than any other

section of the community that has not had
the good fortune to become possessed of
that which is necessary' to give thenm a vote.

Hon. C. G.. Latham: So long as they are
Ipaying 7s. a week rent, they are entitled ti
a vote.

The M3INISTER FOR JUSTICE: Two
members of the family cannot put up the.
7s. a week rent.

Hon. C. G. Lathanm: Yes, they can.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They

will divide the 14s. a week between them,
wvill they?

Hon. C. G. Latham: I know of an in-
stance in which the husband owned the
house and he and his wife were put on the
roll. A Labour organisation introduced
that principle.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
question that arises in my mind, when T,
think of another place, is whether there is
any justification for it. Frequently it is re-
ferred to as a House of review. From time
to time we amend legislation that has been
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pafssed by both Houses, and the question
may arise whether another place adequately
reviews the legislation it is supposed to re-
view.

Mr. Doney: Do you think it does review
leg-islation?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
House is supl)osed to be a safeguard against
hasty legislation, but I doubt whether its
existence could he justified from that point
of view.

Mr. Cross: As is done by the member for
Piagelly, it opposes legislation without read-
ing it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
another place constitutes a House of review,
and that it safeguards the country from
hasty legislation, are amongst the arguments
frequently advanced by the supporters of
the bi-caincral system of government. A
body so constituted is not necessary for the
provision of such s4eguards. If it is
necessary to provide safeguards they could
be provided just as well if another place
were truly representative of the people of
thie -State. We I,.. -,f ., -
It was created in the first place merely to
obstruct legislation that might he detrimen-
tal to those who were capable of acquiring
wealth. The suggestion has been made that
inuring a wave of temporary enthusiasm
a Government might be returned on a muan-
date from the people, and later on regret
might be expressed at the Government's
having been given that particular mandate.
It is contended that members of the Legis-
lative Council, who are elected evenv six
years, and whose members in their proper
turn go up for re-election every two years,
provide a safeguard against any mandate
arising out of a wave of enthusiasm. That
safeguard would still exist if the members
of another place were truly representative
of our adult population. Its very unrepre-
sentative character emphasises the objection
to it. Advocates of the hi-cameral system
talk about the dangers of the single Chamn-
ber system of government. I remember
when Lord Asquith was speaking on the
introduction of the Parliament Act-he was
then Leader of the Liberal Government-
lie expressed the opinion that when a
Liberal Government was on the Treasury
bench in the House of Commons the' only
House that mattered was the House Of
Lords. because that House could obstruct
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all the legislation the Liberal Government
sent forward. He said that when a National
or Conservative Government was on the
Treasury bench in the House of Commons,
the only Chamber that mattered was the
House of Commons, because it sent up
legislation that would be favourably viewed
by the House of Lords. We have experi-
ence of similar circumstances here. Lord
Asquith went on to say that because of this
the country was exposed to all the dangers
that were supposed to be associated with
the single Chamber system of government.
That is wvhy I think something should be
d]one to make another place more represen-
tative of the people. We should perhaps
endeavour to abolish the Legislative Council
altogether; but failing that it would cer-
tainly be of advantage, if we are to have
a true democracy, to ensure that another
place was truly representative of the adult
population. I say without fear of success-
futl contradiction that democracy in Eng-
land was definitely improved through the
Parliament Act, and the restrictions that
it placed upon the powvers of the House of
Lords, which constantly and continuously
thwarted legislation coming forward from
the House of Commons. If we do not
abolish another place altogether, we should
provide an adult franchise for it so that it
will be truly representative of the people.
I see no reason why that should not he so.
Although these may be my particular views
on the matter, the Bill we are bringing for-
ward is not so ambitious. We feel we
should march with the times, and should
not be governed in elections for the Legis-
lative Council by provisions that have come
downa to us from past ages.

Mr. Raphael: Some of the members of
another place have come from the past ages,
judging by the look of them.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
hold views that go back to past ages, be-
cause they have not moved with the times.
The country that does not move with the
times is definitely retrogressing. It is neces-
sarv that we should at least attempt to
make progress by extending the franchise
of another place. This Hill contains a pro-
vison that will improve the position in
that respect. We are not proposing to
interfere with the freehold or leasehold
qualifications, bitt we do propose to replace
the householder 1 ualification in Section 15,
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associatedl with wvhichi is tihe clear annual
value of £17, with an inhabitant-occupier
qualification. I see no virtue in the restric-
tion of £17. 1 cannot conceive why that
amount was selected in preference to any
other amount, or why there should be any
specification in respect to the rent that a
person pays for a particular dwelling house.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Will the inhabit-
ant-occupier include his family?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It re-
fers only to the bead of the household. If
the dwelling house is occupied, the occupier
should have a vote. People will be thinking
about different types of houses, those tha~t
cannot measure up to the standard of £17
clear annual value. Some houses in this
State are certainly worth more than £17
per annuml in clear annual value, but the
occupiers in many instances, such as on
timber mills and elsewhere, are denied a
vote because they are paying lass rent than
that which would he the equivalent of a
fair annual value of £17. I see no reason
why,' if economic conditions in certain parts
of the State compel people to live in houses
which may not measure up to this standard,
they should be denied a vote. Evidently
they arc the victims of the economic condi-
tions. In some parts of the State they are
compelled, sometimes through a shortage of
houses, or throuigh the necessity for
occupying houses that will not measure up
to the £17 clear annual value, to occupy such
places. If a house is fit for human occu-
pation, that should be sufficient qualification
for the inhabitant occupier. If a place is
not fit for human occupation, the local auth-
ority sees to it that it is not occupied. The
test should be that the place is occupied by
the inhabitant occupier and that it is fit
for human occupation. The Bill proposes to
delete the ratepayer qualification.

Mr. Cross: A stulpid qualification in any
ease.

The -MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.
Several reasons could he advanced why it
should be deleted from the qualifications now
appearing in the Constitution with respect
to electors for the Legislative Council. At
present any member of a road board or
municipality has a watertight claim if his
name is included on the roll for property of
the annual value of £17 or over. These lists
are very loosely compiled by many local
authorities. A lack of care is shown in re-

spect to the initials of people whose namnes
appear, and there is also lack of care in
many instances concerning whether or not
the names should appear on the ratepayers'
list. In addition, there is a very important
ob~jection to giving people votes onl the basis
of rates paid in that the local auathoriti es
determnine the basis of rating. BY deter-
mining the basis upon which properly under
their jurisdiction shall be rated, they are
able to override, or suipersede, the provisionls
of the Electoral Act. I know of one local
authority that divided a rateable property
into sections and rated each section sepal-
ately iii order to allow a larger number of
people to be included in the list of rate-
payers and to permit the company that
owned the property to nominate persons to
be enrolled for each of the sections. That
was never, intended by the framers of the
Electoral Act, but the opportunity to resort
to that course was provided in that instance,
by the methods adopted by the local authi-
ority in administering the Road Districts
Act. As a result of that decision, the candle-
house, the assay room, the stables and the
storeroom were each rated separately. The
object was not only' to stuff the local auth-
ority's roll of ratepay' ers, but also to permit
the appearance on the Legislative Council
rolls of the names of a large number of
people nominated by the company.

Mir. 'Marshall: In that instance the coan-
pany declared who should be on the roll.

The MNINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Thai
is so. Even then, in that particular instance
the electoral forms wvere not correctly sub-
mitted. Applications for enrolment must be
signed by the applicants, but no signatures
were attached to the forms to which I refer.
Notwithstanding that fact, the local auth-
ority accepted them nierely because they
were forwarded by the company. The names
of the applicants appearing, on the forms
were typewritten in the company's office.
Despite the requirements of the Act, the
local authorities failed to reject those appli-
cations but included on the ratepayers' roll
the names of the persons Concerned and
thereby furnished the individuals with a
watertighlt claim for a vote at Legislative
Council elections. Another aspect of the
ratepayers' roll that has some bearing oii
the electoral roll for the Legislative Council
is that Section 222 of the Road Districts Act
provides that the local authority may rate on
the annual value or on the capital value of
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property. Under that provision local auth-
orities may rate onl the capital value when
dealing with towusite properties and avail
themselves of the annual value when rating
properties iii other parts of the district.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It is generally the
other way round.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
may he so; I (10 not Know exactly what they
do. I understand that in the district where
I live the annual value is taken, but I do
not know bow it would be possible for me
to secure enrolment for the Legislative
Council in those circumstances. However,
this double provision leads to confusion.

Hon. C. G. Latham: In your residential
district they rate onl the unimproved capital
value.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I think
that is so. However, it leads to confusion
when some rating is based on annual values
andt other rating is determined by the capital
value. Recently we passed a Bill to amiend
the M1unicipal Corporations Act with regard
fn Air~for at I (In tnot k-now whether
it will become law, for that decision will
depend on the attitude of the Legislative
Council. The object there, however, was to
relieve tire occup~ier in respect of his legal
obligations wvith regard to property,
and to make the obligation with re-
gard to the payment of rates a personal mat-
ter that could be dealt with in the local
court. Personally I do not think there
should be any' obligation upon occupiers
with regard to the lpnyment of rates, and as
there should be no such obligation upon
occupiers, I also claim they should not be
eligible for inclusion on the ratepayers' roll.

Another provision in the Bill sets out that
the inhabitant-occupier qualification shall
take precedence over the freehold quadlf-
cation. That is a machinery matter that
will facilitate enrolment and those that pos-
sess both qualifications will in future, if the
Bill be agreed to, be enrolled as inhabitant-
occupiers. Another clause sets out that no
person shall be entitled to be enrolled in re-
spect of more than one province. That sug-
gestion is practically in conformity with
legislation recently passed by both Houses,
of Parliament in Victoria, whlen the Consti-
tution (dealing with the qualification of elect-
ors for the Legislative Council was dealt
with. In that instance, however, the amend-
ment plae{] a prohibition upon a person

voting in more than one province, whereas
a person could be enrolled for more than one
p~rovince. The Bill now before members
seeks to provide that no person shall be en-
rolled for more than one province. That is
a desirable proposal. I cannot see why a
person who holds £50 wvorth of property in
each of the tenl electoral provinces should
have the right to cast a vote in each of those
respective provinces. Another person could
hold £10,000 worth of Commonwealth bonds,
and yet not be able to cast a vote at a Legis-
lative Council election. The real estate idea
is redolent of the M3iddle Ages.

Hon. C. C. Latham: You knowv that Com-
monwrealth bonds are exempt from State
taxation.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
mnay be so, hut at the same time it shows
what was in the minds of the framers of the
Constitution. The idea of granting the fran-

chise on the basis of real estate has beeii
handed down from tire Middle Ages when
property was the great desideratum. The
alteration contemplated in the Bill will bring
our Act more into conformity with the legis-
lation that has received the approval of both
branches of the Victorian Legislature. The
Bill also provides a definition of "dwelling-
house." Difficulty' in that respect has been
experienced nrising out of the modern type
of residences. I refer to fiats in which so
many people prefer to live to-day. The
question arose as to whether residents of
flats wvere brought within the householder
provisions of the Constitution.

Mr. Cross: They were not.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do

not think they w-ere, hut the provisions of
the Bill will give the right of enrolment to
the inhabitant occupiers of dwellings such
as flats that are separately" occupied but
structurally severed, and also to persons
who, in pursuance of their employment, oc-
cupy rooms in buildings. There are many
instances in the city in which five or six
rooms in a building are set apart for resi-
dential purposes for caretakers and their
families. If the Bill be agreed to, these
p~eople will have the privilege of voting in
future.

I trust the Bill will receive the cordial
support of menmbers on both sides of the
House. All members must recognise the
necessityv for some alteration in the Consti-
tution regarding the qualifications of those
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entitled to vote for the Lewiaitive Council.
I think I am right in sayn, that a Royal
Commission that. inqired into the operations
of the Electoral Act approved of a definite
alteration in the Constitution to deal with
that phase.

l. C. G. Lathan: Bitt the recommnenda-
tion was not so liberal as the proposal in
the Bill,

The 'MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It was
nearly ats liberal. I think the Royal Conn-
mission recommended doing away with the
ratepa ver qualification and recomumendled the
inhabitant occupier qualification. The Bill
deals with three principles only. It seeks
to establishl the inhabitant-occupie : lfia
tion, to disp)ense with the ratepayer quali-
fication, and to restrict enrolmenti to one
province only in the circumstances I have
already outlined. I expect the Bill to re-
ceive sympathetic consideration from mem-
bers generally.

Mr. Stubbs: You surely do not expect it
to be passed.

The -MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I cer-
tainly expect that membiers generally will
support the principles embodied in the
measure.

Mr. Stubbs: You arc op timuistic.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I

move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

BILL -GERALDTON SAILORS AND
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL INSTITUTE
(TRUST PROPERTY DISPOSITION).

Returned from the Council wvithout amend-
ment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1938-39.
lit Corn id itee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 123th September
on the Treasurer's Financial Sta temuent and
on the Annual Estimates; M,\r. Sleeman in
the Chair.

Vote-Legiala tire Council, £1825:

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [5.451:
In appi eachimri a consideration of the Esti-
mates .f Revenue arid Expenditure for the
current year, I ish briefly to refer to the
political situation in Europe which, despite

all efforts to reconcile differences, appears
hourly to become more complicated and( ill-
creasingly critical. Perhaps at no tinie since
1914 have international relations been more
strained and the danger of another attempt
at Europen isdomination more immninent than
ait presenut. 'Now, as in the past, all nations
tire turning to Britain for at peaceful solu-
tion of the existing difficult problems. World]-
wide ap~probation of the Prime Minister's
drainiaticall lv un precedented endeavour to
effect a mutually satisfactory settlement of
the dispute reflects the universal aipprecia-
tion of Britain's earniest (desire to bring
about that better international understand-
ing so essential to world peace. Whatever
the outcome of the negotiations may be, we
as units of the British Commonwealth
a pplla ud the sinicere if unorthodox last-
minute attempt b)y the -%other Country to
stern the resolve to adjust existing differ-
ences by res ort to armed force. Should
Britain succeed, much will have been achieved
in the direction of allaying quickly develop-
ing feelings of suspicion, distrust, and evil
imiaginings at p~resent op)erating to disrupt
amcble international relationships.

Meanwhile, we knowv not at what hour
Western Austraiia may be called upon to
shoulder her responsibilities as all integral
part of the British Commonwealth. There-
fore we should husband our financial re-
sources by exercising the strictest control
over governmental exp-7enditure. Something
might happen in G3reat Britain at any
moment from which neither the Common-
wealth nor the State canl be excluded, and
until the outlook brighitens our financial re-
sources should he very carefully conserved.
After listening to the Financial Statement
arid after a careful examination of the Esti-
mates, I ant forced to the conclusion that [he
Government has not given much considera-
tion to this, aspect. Although additional
revenue is available, the Government does not
appear to have attempted to curtail expendi-
ture in any, way. Not only is the inter-
national outlook black, but the condition of
our two chief staple industries-wool and
wvleati-apparently has not resulted in tiny
real attempt being made to set up a policy
of tendering assistance to tide them over a
period of low prices.

When the Labour Party took office some,
51/2 years ago, it posed as the saviour of the
country. We had promises of reduced taxa-
tion and of better conditions for the
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workers. Generally speaking, everything 'ax
the garden was to be well. The cx-Treasurcr
had made an election promise to write out a
cheque for £100,000 to assist the wheat-
growers. Well, we have wvaited .51 years-

The Premier: We have done more than
that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: I shall show% that
the present Goverinment has not done morec.

The Premier: What about droughbt relief
Hon. C. CG. LATHAM: Those proiscs

carried the Labour Party to the Treasury
beaches.

The 'Minister for Mines: Oh no!
Hon. C. G, LATHIAM: Naturally w Ne

have waited for the Government to elinci le
some policy with a view to assisting those
industries. Conditions did improve to a cer-
tain extent, flue to the fact that for a short
period higher prices prevailed for wheat and
wool, but with the low prices flow ruling for
those commodities, the outlook for producers
is blacker than it has been for some time.

Mr. Cross: Was not the reduction of rail-
way freighlts of any assistance?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, because tihe
p~roduc-ers (lid not receive any.

Mr. Cross: They did.
Hon. C. G, LATHAM: The hion. member

is agini speaking without the book. There
has not been any reduction of taxation to
help primary producers; rather has taxa-
tion been increased. The amiount of the
estimated expenditure for the current fin-
ancial year clearly demonstrates that fact.
The Governmient has one policy, namely, to
obtain all the money possible and to spend
it wisely or injudiciously.

The Premier: In the interests of the
people.

lion. C. 41. LATHAM: If the Premier
takes money from the people and spends
it, I suppose it is in their interests. I do
not think I can argue that point, but there
are different ways of spending money. The
Governiment can spend the money wisely' or
simply throw it away. I do not know that
I am prepared to charge the Government
with throwing it away, hut very little
has gone to the industries that we repre-
sent. During the last two years some
money was made available to keep certain
men on the land, whereas without that as-
sistance, they would have been unable to
remain on thecir holdings. While I give
credit to the Government for providing that
money, we must bear in mind that the Corn-

nionwealth Government granted £100,000
for droughit relief.

The Premier: How much?
lion. C. G. LATHAMI: A sum of £E100,000,

which is mentioned in the report of the
State Grants Commission published in this
nmorning s paper.

The Premier: That amount was merely
advanced.

flon. C. G. LATHAM: What is the dif-
ference?'

The P~reumier: It is so much to come off
of this year's grant.

Ilon. C. G. LATHAMA: The Government
mde that money available to the farmers,
is charg-ing them interest on it and expects
them to repay it when they can.

The Ilinister ifor Lands: W-heu they
ean!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes.
The M1inister for Lands: We have wiped

off about £.5,000,000.
Hon. C. G. IATHAIN: Much of that loss

has keen duie to the blunders of the Min-
ister. Dluring the time he has been Minis-
ter for Lands and 2Iines, the State has bor-
rowed £7,000,000 and spent it, and much
of that amount has been written off. This
showvs that the money was not wisely ex-
pended. The policy of the Government
seems to be, ''live for to-day for to-morrow
wve die.''

The Premier: To-miorrow never comes.
Hon. C. 0. LATHTAM: Let us bone it

will not, so far as (lying is concerned. I
should like to hear from the Pre-
mier the reason for taking into account
two large sums of money this year that
could have been credited to revenue in in-
Rsalnwnts over the last twoe or three years.
The first amount is £83,000, which rrpre-
seats on acecumulation of sinking fund by
the Agr icnltural Bank over the pasl. four
vears. Whben the Premier ientionc-i that
amnoint. T thought it would be just as well
in the 'Treasury as elsewhere, lbut on fur-
ther consideration, I believe the building
tip of a sinking fund to have been a wise pre-
caution on the part of the Bank Commis-
sioners. There will he times when the Corn-
nissioners will experience difficulty in ob-
taining from clients the requisite money to
meet interest and sinking fund charges due
to the Treasury.

The Premier: And if the Commissioners
cannot pay?
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Hon. C. 0. LA.THAM: The amount will
have to be Provided by the Treasury. If,
in good periods, the Commissioners are able
to build up a reserve fund or sinking fund(,
they will have means to lprovide the cash
for reducing their liabilities to the Trea-
sury.

The Preierc: They have never yet paid
their interest bill.

Hon. C. CG. LATHAM: Over £20,000 a
year has been paid into this fund, and it
is extraordinary that, just before an elec-
tion, this large amiount should be taken into
revenue. Had tile money to the credit of
this fund been taken into revenue last year,
there would have been a surplus instead of
a deficit. Ini additioni, the Premier pro-
poses to transfer to revenue ail amount of
£26,000 from the wvorkers' compensation
fund. I believe that arrangements were
made to hold £C50,000 as a sort of reserve
for the State Insurance Office. I have
tried to ascertain how this large sum
of money camne to be available or built up as
a reserve flund, in view of the fact that
almost every' year the State Insurance Office
has shown a loss on workers' compensation
busincss. I presume that the accumulation
has been made possible only by the very
high charges made for the insurance of
clerical empllloyers of thle Government. The
premium rate for the office staff of the Gov--
ernment amounts to about 20s. per cent.,
whereas, outside the service, insurance call
he effected for about 2s. 6d. per cent. If
that is so, the Government has merely been
buildingr up this reserve fund out of revenue
over a number of years. Had that amount
been takent into Consolidated Revenue last
year, the State Grants Commission nmight
not have recommended the payment of the
sum mentioned in this morning's pap~er.

The Premier: Those recommendations are
based on the figures for thle year before last.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, butl had the
Commission known that the money was ac-
cumulating in thle fund, it would have ibeen
taken into conisiderationi.

The Premier: Not on the figu1res of the
year before last. The Comision is two
years behind.

Hion. C. G. LATHIAM: Then there is a
prospect of receiving further consideration
next year from the State Giants Comii-
sion or whatever body takes its place.

The Premier: We shalt have to repay that
£E100,000.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If any sum has
to be refunded, the total is reduced accord-

The Premier: We hadl to repay £44,000
that wve received in adlva nce the year before.

Hon. C. G. [LATHAM: But not out of
thle anmount made arvailalble by the Commis-
sion. Reallyv no refnd has to be made;
that is taken into account when fixing the
total sin.

The Premier: No, we would have got
about £615,000 this year.

H~on. C. C. LATHMN: The Premier
would have got £:40,000 more if that amount
had not been advanced a year ago. The
Premier told us that lie had given us all the
information that was available.

The Premier: So I did.
lHon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not like to

charge the Premier wvith having, given the
information he desired, leaving members on

this side of thle Hlouse to reveal the rest of
the information to the public. Evidently,
every bit of money that the Premier can
find is to he noacc available during the cur-
rent financial year to persuade the electors
i'm March or April next that there will be
amiple flunds available. I may be wrong,
flit I anticipate that the Governiment has

miade provision to ensure that there will be
full-time employment for the workers dur-
ing- the three months preeding the elections.
As the result of careful calculations I be-
lieve the additional money will give thle C ov-
ernuient sufficient funds to giant full-time
instead of part-time employment to those
6,000 men. Ini my opinion there was no0
necessity to transfer this money in view of
the total receipts Oil revenue and loan
account for last vear-il3,000,000, a huge
suma Of mon01ev. Aid tha t is not all the mioney
the Goverinment received. There was, i
addition, £ 245,000 fronm hospital tax,
wihl impost has reli eyed the Treasuryv for
a number of yearis. Road giants last year
amounted to £E777,000. Both those sumas hiave
been availalble indirectly to the Government
for public works, such as road construction
anmd the building and maintenance of hios-

pita Is.
The Minister for Health: There has not

been too much building.
Hon. C. C. LATIHAM: Yes; a considerable

amount.
The Minister for Health: £14,000.
H-on. C. Gr. LATHAM: I have been await-

ing infomationi on that poinmt from the Mill-
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ister for Health. I shall he able to ascertain
the amount when we conic to the depart-
mental estimates. The Public Accounts have
been presented only to-(Iay. Any Leader of
the Opposition is uider a great disiidvii-
tage when hie has to deal with the bare facts
of the Estimates, without having the Audi-
tor General's report and the Public Accounts
to show how the money has been spent. As
I mentioned, £C13,000,000 was available to
the Government last year, £E4,000,000 in ex-
cess of the total of revenue and loan for
1931-32. I acknowledge that a better show-
izig was made last Year, but I must point out
that nothin-g of a permanent nature was
the result. Wh'lat has the Government done
to assist youth employment-" Very little
has been d]one in the way of vocational train-
ing-so far as I see, nothing whatever. The
matter will be made clear when we see a
statement of expenditure under that head.
For youth there has been no special emi-
ployment in WVestern Australia apart from
prospecting; and that, I believe, has failed.
The Minister for MN-ines will be able to tell
us whether it has or not. Though it is not
qtriplr q fnnptnn of# governmen tefin

employment for everybody, at least an Ad-
ministration should frame its policy so as to
encourage others to employ people in some
form, of industry or in other directions. The
present Government seems to have no policy*
whatever of that nature. It recently intro-
duced legislation to create a board which
i's to tell it how to develop or assist second-
ary industries. The Premier gave us some
figures relating to employment iii secondary
industries, emphasising that the number of
persons employed in industrial establish-
ments had increased from 13,392 in 193.1-32
to 22,712 in 1936-37. Taking into considera-
tion the increase of population since 1932,
the figures are not encouraging.

The Premier: They fire not discouraging.

Hon. C. G. L~KTHAM:%1 In 1929 nearly
as many persons were employed in secondary
industries as were employed in them last
year. Apparently it cannot be claimed that
a great deal has been achieved in that re-
spect. The average annual increase from
1931-32 to 1986-37 is 1,864. it is a fairly
good increase over the number of years;
but last year the increase was only 4398, or
22- per cent. of the average annual increase
during the preceding five years. Evidently
stagnation has set in there. We should give
thought to this matter, and try to ascertain

the cause of it. There nmost be some cause.
It is not that Western Australians are not
as good workers as arc to be. found else-
whecre. If there is an avenue for profitable
iinvestment here, funds will be available for
S('4eondar v industries in this State. How-
e% er, there is yet another cause-the high
taxation here as compared with taxation in
the big industrial States, -New South Wales
and Victoria.

The Premier:. Taking into consideration
all formis of taxation, New South Wales is
hig-her.

Hon. C. G. LAT HAM-%: The figures show
taxation in 'New South Wales to be consider-
ably lower. It is true that what we regard
as governmental functions in Western Aus-
tralia are considered as sem i-governmen tal
in other Australian States;, but we have addi-
tional taxation and expenditure through
local authorities. I have not seen last year's
report of the State Grants Commission, but
the appendices as a rule show State taxation
to be highest in Queensland, South Australia
being second highest and Western Australia
third1 highest.

'The I'remmerT: And yet we are peniahised.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: No.
The Premier: Yes, we are.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Queensland taxa-

tion is higher still, and we receive over halt
a million as a disabilities grant. There was
a time when the Commonwealth regarded
Western Australia as being under-taxed,
and -said that if we increased our taxation
by £400,000 a year we would be on the same
level of taxation as the rest of Australia.
The financial emergency tax alone has been
a heavy load in this State, representing .5
per cent, on incomes of the investing public,
people in receipt of over £15 per week, and
of companies making over £604 per annum
profit; that is, net profit as fixed by the
Income Tax Assessment Act. Thus five
per cent, goes in direct taxation from that
source, bringing to the Treasury no less a
sum than a million pounds annually, It is
a sum larger than has been collected from
all sources in most of the bygone -years
prior to the introduction of that emergency
tax. When one views our high taxation one
understands, why it is difficult to establish
secondary industries here. Moreover, the
fluctuations of thn basic. wage have some-
thing to do with the matter. Those fluctua-
tions do materially affect Government ex-

897
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penditure. The Premier in his Budget
speech referred to the difficulties conf rout-
in him. He is fortunate to have any
amount of money and thus be enabled to
overcome those difficulties.

The Premier: Oh!
Hion. C. G. LATHAMN: In order to show

the exact effect, I propose, if permitted, to
quote from this morning,'s newspaper a
statement made onl behalf of the Commais-
sioner of Railwvays hr Mr. MeKenna in the
Arbitration Court-

Mr. McKenna submitted a statement deal-
ing with the financial position of the depart-
ment for the five years ended :30th June, 1927 ,
and for the five years ended 80th June, 1939.
For each year of the latter period, hie pointed
out, there had been a deficit, and the five de-
ficits totalled £519),156. The Comtmissioner 's
annual report for 19-97-38 had not yet been
printed, but lie expected that it would be ready
before the ease wvas finished. It might 1)0
claimed that the results for the year ended
30th June, 1938, which showed all improve.
meat over tlsose for the previous years, itghst
be expected to continue. Unfortunately, that
w'as not expected. The Commissioner had sub-
muitted a statement of estimated receipts and
expenditure for 1938-39, and had budgeted for
a loss of £.86,000. That figure "'as reached by
taking into account the basic wage operating
oa 1st July, but since then there had been a
further increase operating from 30th July
wrhich was estimated to cost the department
£15,580 a year. Another item that hod not
beein included in the estimntes for 1938-39
was the department's contribution to national
insurance, which was expected to cost the de-
partment £,30,000 a year for the first five years,
after which the amount was expected to in-
crease. From ]st January next, when the
scheme would come into operation, until 30th
.fune next, the cost to the department was cal-
culated to be £15,000. It wtas believed that
the deficit on railway working for 1938-39
would be £116,580.

Tile additional cost to the department of the
basic wage increase which came into operation
on 1st July was £1.17,800 per annum, and the
further rise operating from 30th July increased
the amount to £133,380, and -to that must he
added any further increases which the Court
might prant.

That is the effect on one big department
controlled by the Governiment. I want the
Premier to understand the effect on the out-
side public. In fixing' our basic svaae we
seem to be reasonin'- from, wrong, premnises9
altogether. The present method may bene-
fit some men, particularly the sing-le man
wsho hoards, and who frequently' does not ex-
perience a rise in his board because the in-
crease is homne hr, the person wvio suspplies

the board. Again, the man with a wife and
two children, who represents the standard,
benefits. However, each time there is a rise
in the basic %-age, the worker with a large
family receives no benefit, hut, on the con-
trary, a positive disadvantage. I am not
sure that in the near future we shall not
have to give consideration-assuming that
we desire to increase our population, as we
claimi-to a scheme of child endowment at
somecone else's expense.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

I-on. C. G. LATHAMN: I was pointing out
the diflilulties of the man with the big fam-
ily. It may be said, of course, that the Gov-
erinnent has no control over the increase in
the basic wage, but taxation plays a very
important part. The higher the taxation,
the higher tile cost of living, and so the
basic wsage is increased. One of the ways in
w-hich the Government could encourage the
establishment of industries is by keeping
taxation dtown, instead of increasing it. The
increase in taxation per head of population
may not appear to be very high, but the
amount is greater for each unit of the popu-
lation that pays taxation. Taxation has in-
ct-eased considerably in this State during the
-past two or three years. The Government
received by wily of revenue for the year
£13,000,000, plus the large amount available
fr-om the roads agreement and the hospital
fund tax. Last year, £1,023,000 was ob-
tained from those sources, in contrast with
the sun of £420,000 received in 1931-32.
The Government had therefore over
£14,000,000 available last year; and Ilam not
taking into consideration thle Corimnonwealth
grant, which was taken into revenue in the
ordinar 'y way. Besides, there was additional
assistance, as shown by Return No. 6, as
follows:-
Unemploymnent Belief- 9

Msetalliferous mining -- - 9,800
Forestry .- -- .. - 251,000
Youth employmnent .. -. .- 14,000
Yoth entploS'tl~t-GrO nt from

]Departmnent of Commerce .. 1,400

£.50,200

A ssist nce V d, xl ~frrs-
Relief ta prianunrY produc~ers
Fruit-growers' relief -

Rural relief- . . . .

£
58,432

7,063
2300,000

Tihe latt-er amount, of course, wvent to reduce
debts otn the faruina, but by. r-educing debts
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onl the farmns, the farmers were enabled to
make sonic contribution to revenue by way
of interest anid land rents. Comparing last
year's expenditure with that of the year be-
fore, there was available to the Government
last year £720,000 more than in thle previous
year. The Government is not short of
money. It seems to have all the cash it re-
quires to enable it to provide full-time eam-
ployment, besides making provision for
training youth and certain other movements
that will prove beneficial in the long run.
The Premier expressed the belief that our
industries could look forward not onlyv with-
out misgiving, but with a feeling of real
satisfaction. So far as I (-an see, the people
engaged in our pastoral and agricultural in-
dustries have very little to encourage them.
Wheat is 2s. per bushel less this year than
it was last year at the same time. At th6
recent wool sales, the price was down 7a/
per cent, onl the price at the previous sale.
From those two important industries there
wvill certainly be a diminution of revenue,
and those industries materially affect every
other industry of the State. The Premier
has an idea that the depressed prices of
these primar 'y products will not affect West-
ern Australia to the samne extent as they
will the other States. While I admit other
industries have increased a great deal in this
State, particularly the dairying industry and
some of the other minor primary industries,
we have to depend upon certain important
industries for most of our revenue. The
anticipated wheat harvest is 40,000,000
bushels, but that, I am afraid, is a rather
ambitious estimate at the moment. Cer-
tainly, such a harvest would bring additional
revenue to the Government indirectly
through railwvay freights, but that depends
upon whether we are able to sell our wheat.
In the present state of the world's markets,
the great difficulty will be to dispose of our
wheat. The difficulty is not so much the low
price-that is bad enough-but the obtain-
ing of markets where we can sell our wheat
even at the present low price. No reduction
will be made in railway freights, so if the
40,000,000 bushel wheat crop is realised, the
Railway Department will get additional rev-
enue, provided, as I have said, that we can
obtain an outlet for the wheat and that it
can be railed to the port.

I agree with the Premier that if we can
spread our industries and so get a more
balanced econmy, that will be very desir-

able; but with our small population, seal
tered as it is, and with the difficulties wv
shall have of finding markets for our prim
ary products, the prospect is not very brighi
One way in which we can materially assiE
the farnier, and there seems to be no provi
sion made in the Estimates for such assist
alice, is the extension of water supplies ii
the agricultural areas. The Great Soutberi
inembers canl plak for their own district,
but one cannot help being impressed wit
the appalling water shortage in such town
as Nar-ogi n and Katanning. This shortag
wvill he a serious matter both for the Govern
ment and] for tile residents of those town
if we (10 not have rain before the end o
spring. At the present time, the reserve
are verr low indeed. One would think tha
tile Government, during its five years o
office,' would have pushed onl with some agri
cultunral water supply scheme so as to pro
duee additional income for the manl on th
land. The tendency seems to be to neglee
the country and develop the city. I wis.
tile city could produce some real wealth, bu
that has to be wnn from thn H.ni, t

tits. If we turn our attention to makinj
the country more attractive we will be doin
something worth while. That is where
consider the present Government lacks Li
policy. The Government seems not to b
able to realise that water is one of the essen
tials of the agricultural industry. Stoci
cannot be carried 'without water, and I be
lieve we still have a good market availabi
to us for export lambs. I do not knoi
when that market will reach saturatioi
point, but at present every encouragemen
should be given to the raising of fat lambs
The pig industry also is worth fostering, be
cause at present a reasonably good marke
overseas is offering for pork. That industri
could be built up with very little expense
and it would, of course, materially assis
those producers who may have difficulty ir
marketing their wheat.

I notice that the Government does no:
propose to alter taxation this year, but thai
it intends to alter the method of colleetinqi
taxation. I was rather struck by thi
Premier's statement that the method,
adopted during the last few years resulte
in many inequalities. It seems to me most
remarkable that the Premier should discovei
this just on the eve of an election. I asl
the Committee what is the reason? is ii
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Xcause the Government desires to retain
,fie7

Mr. Thorn: Yes.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM1: I believe it is.

rhere will be diminution of revenue from
.his source, and the Government, wisely or
inwisely, said ait the 30th June, "SWe will
illow the financial emergency measure to ex-
pire and will then leave it to the incoming
3Tovernme~nt to arrange fin~wiee."7

Mr. Withers: The incomnin g Government
viii not conic in as soon as that.

Hon. C.. G. LAT HAM: So far as my
knowledge goes, the present Government
wvill not he in office after April nexct. I pre-
sume if the Government is defeated, it will
Lender its resignation in the same war as
Ather Governments have done in the past.
If one studies the Estimates carefully, the!
most prominent feature is that the Govern-
muent is making every effort to do all things
it thinks necessary because of the change oF
Government that -will occur.

The Premier: No.
lion. C. 0. LATHTAM: There is no doubt

about it. Certainly the Government antici-
pates a change, because it is taking into
revenue all the moncy it possibly can, t-hns
preventing the incoming Government fromn
having a surplus to start with.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, definitely' so.
The Premier: We did not blame you be-

cause you did not leave a -cash surplus.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM1: The Government

had a little, because while we were in office
the Commonwealth Bank insisted upon our
balancing each month.

Mr. Cross: How much did you owe to the
storekeeper for susteniance and how much
for railway uniforms?

Mr. Patrick: Tell us all about it when
you get up.

Hon. C. G. L~ATHAM: I shall leave the
mnember for Canning (Mr. Cross) to ex-
plain to the House all that lie does not know
about the matter.

The CHAIRM~AN: Order!
HRon. C. G. LATHAM: That will be easy

for the member for Canning. I feel eon-_

vineed that the Coveriiment realises. what is
ahead of it, and, whilst still in office, is inak-
lug the best of the position. The incoming
Government, I believe, will find the Trea-
sury desperately empty when. it assumes
office. What is extraordinary is that all

these things should bie done just before ain
elect ion.

The Premier:. No.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM1: This inequality of

taxation has been in existence for five
years, but the gentlemen at present in
office find it necessary to make the altera-
tion just previous to An elee~ion. The fin-
ancial emergency tax measure will he discon-
tinued as from the 30th June next.

The Premier: No. You are taking an
irresponsible view of the position.

Hon, C. G. LATHAMN: I do not think it
irresponisible. The Government wvill east
its difficulties upon the incoming Governi-
nment. I may be wrong, bitt to m-e it seemis
that many of these things arp god election
sops. A superannuation measure is to be
hrought forward. If die public servants
are entitled to superannuautieon. the neces-
sity- for it has not arisen just ncuv.
The necessity has existed for a vrery long
time. As a matter of: fact, I have always
argued that when the pensions rights were
taken away fromn public servants in 1904,
somec other provision should have been made
for theni. Nothing has been done over all
these years. I presume that at the end of
this period it will lie a matter of words and
nothing else.

Mr. Styants: Your Government brought
about conipulsoryv retirement of civil se:-
rants; at 6.5.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: if the lion. mnein-
her will read the Public Service Act he
will find the provision there. Our Govern-
inent had nothing to do with it. We never
amended the Public Service Act.

Mr. Styants: Your Government brought
in a compulsory retiring age of V.5 Years;
for all Government employees.

M1-r. Patrick: Your Government carried
it on.

Hoin. C. 0. LATHIAM: The retiring age
has obtained for rears, and the Government
of the day -whichlever it was-long before
weC were in power, said there should be no
differentiation between the salaried man and
the wages; man. That has obtained ever
since. Our Government was not respon-
sible any mnore than was any other Govern-
mnent. As I said before, these questions are
really goodl election bait. They might

apeal to the people, but I think a great
deal more than that will be required if
the present G-overnment is to be returned
to power.
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The M1inister for Mlines: Why do you
worry so much about it?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am not worrying
about it; I ala explaining the position to
members so that they may become ac-
quainted with it. Wh. y should we allow
these niatters to pass without comment
when we have the opportunity to exlpress
ourselves onl then] ? We have been told
that the taxation collections this year will
total £E2,072,000, or £C77,000 iii excess of
those of last year. The total last year was
£2,595,000. This year's receipt., will be only
£598,000 below the total collections durin-r
the three years we were ini office. The Gov-
ermnent therefore cannot blame the people
for not giving it sufficient flunds. I re-
p)eat that the receipts this year will hie
only £E598,000 below the total taxation eol-
leetions of the Government that wvas
in poe-r between 1980 and 1933. It is esti -miated that the financial emergency tax will
yield £1,100,000. When I first spoke I rc-
ferred to thc necessity for the Government
looking after the funds that it has avail-
able. The Government has a lot of moneY

av ICaDi anti snt-Gu expt-7it vttwLOUtV.LIDt

ing the current year arrangements will have
to be made for a loan conversion of
£70,000,000. That is a large sum of money.
It is all very well for the Minister for
Mines to laugh.

The Minister for Mines: I was thinking
that I would like to have it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If we are obligedl
to go on to the market for loan funds we
need not feel disappointed to find they are
not available. That a good deal of that
loan Will be converted is true, but some nmw
Money Will have to be found. I shall be
surprised if that is not so. The Govern-
inent cannot expect to receive too much
loan money this year. I believe some
arrangements have been made with the
Commonwealth Bank to find some loan
funds during the year, but even the bank
may have some difficulty in carrying out
the tentative arrangements that have been
made. If we again become involved in a
world war-and the position according to
to-night's paper is not encouraging-I do
not know what will be the future of Aus-
tralia in that respect unless we can find a
new way of securing finance.

31r. Hegney: I hope you are not guided
by to-nighlt's paper.

H-aol. C. G-. LATHAM: I do not know
that I am guided by to-night's paper alto-
gether, but it is not encouraging to read
ay paper or to listen to the wireless talks
broadcast in English from Berlin.

The Estimates ore very similar to those
we have before us every year. I have often
pointed out that a good deal of money is
involved over which we have very little
control. The control of mioney has been
transferred by Act of Parliament from time
to time until we have very little authority
left. The Public Service Commissioner, the
Education Board, andt the Arbitration Court
all have a great dleal more say than Par-
liament, so that there is very little to coil-
sider as far as the Estimates are concerned.
I do hope serious consideration will he given
to the p~roper control of the finances during
the year, because irrespective of whether
the Government does vaceate tile Treasury
bench I am anlxiotus that wvc should ilot
revert to the position in whichl we found
ourselves inl 1930. While it seenms that
always when there is international conflict
money is found from some sonrce or other,
T am not too satisfied that we shall be able
to get all the money wre may require in this
State during the next year or two. On that
.account, I hope the Government will be very
careful with its expenditure, and will ensure
that we do not revert to a p)eriod of depres-
sion such as we had from 1930 onwards. If
such a depression does occur, I hope I shall
not be one compelled to make myself un-
popular by attempting to adjust matters.

Mr. Cross: There is no danger of that.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is a certainty

that the member for Canning (Mr. Cross)
will not be available to this House after the
next election.

Mr. Cross: That is your idea.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I understand that

those Nationalist friends of his that are
subscribing to his party funds in order to
keep him in power, have decided to get a
representative of their own.

The Minister for Mines: Fancy letting
him down like that!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I intend to deal
with one or two small items wvhen the Esti-
mates are being considered in detail. I do
not desire to say any more onl the general
debate, because I am anxious that the Pre-
inier should have an opportunity to attend



[ASSEMBLY.]

the Loan Council mneeting. For that reason
I hope the general discussion will be comn-
pleted by Thursday night to enable him to
attend the conference, which onl this occa-
sion I believe will be very important.

The Premier: It will be.

Ron. C. G. LATHAMk: We oil this side
of the House desire to provide every oppor-
tunity for the Government of the day to be
represented at the meeting. In conclusion,
I repeat that the Estimates suggest to Ine
that the Government expects an early
change. It expects to change sides with us,
and on account of that the Estimates have
been submitted in a new form.

M. NEEDHAM (Perth) [7.541]: One of
the fears of the Leader of the Opposition
is that something wvill happen to the inconi-
ing Government, whichever Government
that might be. He suggests that the incorn-
ing Government will find itself with an
empty Treasury. I lissure the Leader of the
Opposition that the incoming Government
will ho the Government that is occupying
the Treasury bench to-day, and that it will
be returned with increased strength. If the
Leader of the Opposition has anl idea that
he will be transferred from that side of thne
House to this, he should abandon it. What-
ever chance might have existed of his takingR
a seat on the Treasnryv beach after the next
appeal to the people, was dispelled by the
speech he delive red this afternoon. in which
he attempted to criticise the (Jovernuient for
its adniinwqtratioa during the Yecar 1936-37.
The Budget sp~eech is primairily, a review
of the financial activities of the State dur-
itng a. past period anad a. survey of activities
contemplated in the coming financial year. I
do not suppose that to the man in the street
the maze of figures generally contained in
the Budget speech matters very much. Neither
is he greatly concerned about thle money that
has lbeen ex pendled duii i the venr that has
gone. Hle is, however, definitely concerned
a~s to whla t is to ble done with thie alone.% hie
is asked to pay in the year that lies ahepad,
and that is the most important part of thle
Budget Speech of any Government. The
man in the street wvan ts to knowv how hie is
go0ing to benefit from the taxation that is to
be imposed upon him, and( this refers par-
ticularly to that section of the commtunity
that depends entirely on a w~eekly wage or
Salary.

A pleasing- feature of the Budget speech
is the announcement that social securityv will
be in important p~art of the Governmnent's
1)01V , v in the coing finnnei al year. O)ine
feature of that social security policy, and
ant the least implortanat, is the statemlent that
a sum) of moiney will be set aside to assist
widlowed mnothers. For that purpos'e, aeord-
ing to the Budget speech, the Child Wel-
far Dc]epartmten t will have its Vrote increased
by about £:9,000. I do
stress has been laid
feature of the Budget
bees a ie doubtless wet
struggle that. has to be
whenl her husband dlie
is taken awayv and she
sponlsibilit 'v of rearing
cildrenl. ManY wattle

not think too nmuch
onl this important

speech. Hon. inem-
I aware (If the keen

wavoed b)Vit womni
S. The breadwinner

is left with the re-
and educating thle

at in our commnunity
to-day are so placed, and they are not oh-
tainiing the financial assistance from the
State that their condition demands. I there-
tote welcome the announcement by the
Treasurer Itat a sum of £9,000-small though
that may be-wil I be provided in the pre-
.setat financial year to help those women.
It will make their lot a little easier. The
better way would have been to provide for
widows and orphans' pensions, but that
would have prov-ed a greater strain upon the
finantcial resources of the State. I hope thle
(Inv is tnot farl distant wshenl we shall havye
social legislation that will adequa~ttely pro-
vide for widows alrtd otrphans. 1 at hopeful
that everyv assistance will be rendered in
tine rearig and education of children so
tat they,. tnaY become useful and reputable

citizens. Another announcement mta de in
the Budget speech, although sotnewhat be-
lated-it wvas referred to also by the Leader
of thle Opposition-is the question of super-

atatinfor Gove~rment eniployVeS. I
welcomeC that statement, but I would r-athler
have heard an aztnounctemetnt that it "was
intended to make superiantnuation provision
for all onl veachi ng a certa in age. I Iev-
Smine, however, that khe Government canl
only go as fur as its finances will allow. It
i, intended that superannuation shall a plly
to the State Public Service. That will he
welcome news to those who onl reaching a
certa in age will be aware tltat some provision
will be made for- the evenitig of their lives.
I intend to make a suggestion to tile Goya--
ertnment. Though I am not aware of the eon-
tents of the Bill it is intended to introduce,
it will include those men who are en-
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gaged in the railwav service of the State
to-day. I suggest thlat the Leader of the
Government should make provision also for
es-railway men and I have in mind those
who retired some years ago and whose ease
was investigated by a select comimittee of
this House last year. Mlembers will recall
that the select committee inquired into the
claims; of a number of men who wvere in the
railway service of the State in the years be-
twveen 1S71 and 1905. The select committee
presented its report to the House and the
recommendations made by it were upheld
by the Chamber, Since that time negotia-
tions have been going on with the Govern-
ment. There has been submitted by the Gov-
ernment a list of the names of those men
who were employed in the railway service
during the years to which I have referred,
but I shall not deal anly further with
that phase of the matter since it is
aubjudie. There is just the danger,
however, that after all the negotiations
are concluded that the men already re-
tired from the railway service-there are
not many of them, and as far as I can learn
not as many as the Government thoughit
there were-in the final anaiysis wili not
have, provision made for them. They have
reached an age non- when they cannot re-
main much longer on this vale of tears. It
would at least he an act of grace to see that
those mien were included in thle Snprrannua-
tion Bill the Government conteniplates
bringing- down. J also iveleome the an-
nouncement in the Budget speech of the
Government's intention to give greater as-
sistance to widows. Taxation, of course, is
the essence of the Budget speech and in
that regard we wvere advised that certain
alterations would be made at the beginning
of the next financial Year. We were told
that there would he a. kind of combination of
income tax and financial emergency tax. I
believe that as a result of that combination
the incidence of taxation will he consider-
ably altered, with the result that the manl
on the lower rung of the incomne ladder will
be relieved to solve extent of the burden he
carries, and that thle burden will he more
equitably distributed, and placed on the
shoulders of those better able to bear it.
That is welcome news, but I should have
liked to see the Government go a little fur-
ther. The present financial emergency legis-
lotion terminates on the 31st December next.
The new form of taxation, outlined in the
Budget speech, will come into operation on

the 1st July, l1939. 1 should have Il'referred
to see some provision mnade for relief being
given to those mlen onl thle lower rung for
the intervening mniths between thle 31st
December next and the 30th June, 1939. It
untv he that difficulty wvill be experienced
inl evolving a scheme by which the gap might
be bridged, but I do not think the difficulty
insuperable if the Government made op its
mind to relieve those onl the lower rung- of
the burden they will carry durinug tile six
months to which I have referred. I Suggest
that the Government, P1ven at thisi stagke, late
though it may be, should give further con-
sideration to the taxation proposals, so that
thle relief to which I have referred mnight be
g-iven. I understand it is the intention
of thle Glovernment also to deal with work-
crs' hoines. That, too, is welcome news.
We had before us the other day a Bill to
lprovide for fair rents. The measure has
g-one to another place and its fate is in the
lap of thle gods.

Mr. Marshall!: It has gone to the political
abattoirs.

Mfr. NEEDHAM: A fair rent is insepar-
able from the all-important question of
housing' The announcement that thle Gov-
erment contemplates dealing with the ques-
tioni of providing homes for the people by
further amenditig the Workers' Homes Act;
is welcome news. Thle need for having our
people properly and economiically housed, as
wvelt as properly fed and clothed, is of para-
inount importance. How many people are
living to-day in an environment that is detri-
mental to thorn and consequently detrimen-
tal to the community? Despite the fact that
we are living in a democratic country, and
that we have progressive legislation, our
conditions where housing is concerned are
far from being perfect. We hear a lot about
juvenile delinquency. If children are brought
up under conditions where the best system
of housing does not obtain, and where the
environment is not all that it should be, we
must expect that delinqnency. Environment;
has a great deal to do with social disorder
and the disobedience of the laws,. the rebel-
lion against the laws, and particularly is that
a great factor in the ease of juveniles. It is
true that mnany' juveniles appear before our
Children's Courts. but if those children had
been brought up in better surroundings, I
ant certain they would not have been called
uponl to answ-er chargzes that arc made
against them. I am not say ing that youthful

903
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depravity is any greater in this State than
it is in any other part of the world, nor do I
think there is more nowadays than when I
was a young man.

Mr. Mlarshall: That is so.
Mr. NEEDHAM-N: We should have much

less trouble concerning our boys and girls,
and fewer cases would come before the
Children's Court, if better housing conditions
were provided throughout the State. May I
say that Mr. Schroeder, the present magis-
trate of the Children's Court, is continuing
to do magnificent work in the treatment of
juvenile offenders? In areas where the hous-
ing conditions are not of the best, the rate
of infant mortality is unduly high. That is
an important factor. Juvenile delinquency
is bad, but a high infant mortality rate is
even worse. A native population is the best
population of the State. We ought, there-
fore, to make sure that the housing condi-
tions are suelt that wvill tend to lower the
death rate amnongst infants. The Govern-
ment should provide the greatest possible
opportunity' for people to become home pur-
chasers. During the debate on the Fair
Rents Bill a discussion ensued as to the
causes of high rents. One argument was
that we had a class of landlords here that
-was guilty of charging extortionate rents. I
believe that that type of individual is rara
in this State, but the fact that hie exists at
all is sufficient to suggest that everything
possible should he done to prevent the fur-
ther exploitation of tenants. The shortage
of houses is another factor responsible for
the present position. Rentals were cheaper
years ago than they are to-day. It may be
said that whilst rentals were cheaper then,
wages were also lower.

Mr. Warner: There is no doubt abott
that.

Mr. NEEDHAM: The price of materials
was also lower. Whilst I admit these two
points, I contend that rents in the years
when wages were lower and materials were
cheaper, took aL smaller proportion of the
weekly wages than rents do to-day, owing to
the higher cost of living. Rent is an import-
ant factor to the man who depends upon his
weekly wage. In many instances he has
to work at least two days a week to be sure
of paying his rent. So it is that the rent
plays a bigger part in the life of the worker
than it did years ago. The Government
should, therefore, make every effort to pro-
vide cheaper and better homes, and place

within the reach of every worker the oppor-
tunity to become the owner of his own house.
f wish to make a comparison between motor
ears and houses. I assure members there is
some relationship between the two. It is
much easier to-day for a man with £C100 to
buy a £600 motor ear than it would be for
him, with the same capital to buy a £600
house. Strange though it be, it is a fact.
We know, of course, that mortar and stone,
or bricks and mnortar, represent a better
security than does a motor ear. The value
of a motor car depreciates 10 per cent. per
annum from the day it goes on the road,
whereas bricks and mortar represent a bet-
ter security and better value than does a
miotor ear. I am not deprecating the use-
fulness of motor emrs. A few years ago
such a vehicle was considered a luxury. To-
(lay it is regarded as a neces-sity in the great
iim2jonity of instances. A worker can pay
rent all his life and never own the house in
which he lives. He is often compelled to pay
rent, not fromi choice but from stern neces-
sit 'v. The economic pressure compels him to
do so. he can pay rent aill his life and never
have a home of his own. On the other hand,
the rent he has to pay to his landlord or
landlords, because he may have to move
about in pursuit of employment so that he
may provide for his dependants, would go
a long way towards the punrchasc of a home.
If at the start he pays9 a little by way of
deposit, as time goes on and lie continues
to pay his instalnients, he is at least estab-
lishing an equity in the house he hopes some
day to own. The Government should pay
greater attention to this important question
of housing. I take it as a sign of good faith
that the Government eon templates going into
the question of workers' homes, and that it
realises the necessity for helping the worker
to become his own homie-owner. I had in-
tended to deal 'with other subjects, hut will
defer any remarks on those matters until wre
reach the different Votes. I congratulate
the Government on bringing down certain
measures for social improvement, and hope
they wvill be the forerunners of other useful
measures of the kind.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.25]: 1 re-
gret the absence to-night of the Leader
and Deputy Leader of the party. In any
remarks I have to make I shall not be
speaking in a patty sense. Indeed, I intend
to deal with only one particular subject.
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The time has come for the electors of Clare-
itont to receive somec credit for their action
otf a few years ago, in niew of the events

Atm have Occurred since. Several nights
a-0 we heard a discussion about the great
advantage of a balanced production in. Wes-
ternl Australia. It waS Said that We Could4.
no longer dlepen~d upon our overseas trade
for expansion, that in view of low prices,
and for other reasons, we had to face a
DIew etonomlic situatioii and develop our
secondary industries. WXith this object in
View, thle Mlinister for Employmnent recently
brought dlown a Bill. Whilst it is true
that during the last two or three years
there has beeni a gradual changec-over from
thle idea of having all our eggs in one bas-
,ket, with export as our chief occupation,
those districts which many years ago urged
this very course, before onie-third of the
group settlement mioney hand been spent in
'he South-West, should rceive somec con-
sideration and credit. I wish to read a
couple of sentences from my first manifesto
to the people of my electorate in 1924.

Mr. Raphael: Do not inflict that upon us.
Mr. NORTH: The extract is as foi-

lows:-
This is the age of cheap power. The whole

World is in quest of it. Cheap power is the
key to closer settlement, better Wages, in-
creased production, new secondary industries,
greater wealth, improved railway services,
shorter hours, useful careers for our boys and
girls, an ever-increasing market for our pri-
inary industries, cleaner towns, happier homes.
brighter farmns, busier factories and, last but
no0t least, a sure foundation on which to build
up a white Australia. Cheap power needs
Pieaty of low-gra1de Coal. We haeit at Collie.
W~e also have copper, felspar (aluminiumi),
iron and many other requisites in our very
midst. Think of the effect which the introdue-
tion of cheap power wvill have upon our indus-
iie, population and wrealth.

Evken in 1924 in Claremont we spoke of the
need for a cheap power scheme from Collie
to Perth, and for the South-West. Of
course, anyone can advocate Such thing&s.
but very 'few did so. The general idea for
Many yeari wias, exports, and farms. Now
that world events are forcing a change of
outlook, apart from lower prices, we have
the uncertain state of our foreign markets
in Europe, we have the menace of invasion,
perhaps. of our own shores, and it is being
forced homne to us as essential that we
shold populate this State in a way we
could not populate it purely by f arming.
Whilst that is true, "-e have to realise

there are other drawbacks to be faced be-
fore we can reach that goal. Apart from
our being able to develop a cheap power
schemle, we shall have to face the action
of the l,,astern States in killing our mann-
fatturers at the start. How are we going
to deal With that? There is a Bill before
the House that will be debated soon, so 1
will not touch upon that point. The memi-
her for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) has
iradle yar-ioos sugsin.I do not think
lie has recently mentioned this particular
one, but it is worthy of note. iHc suggested
that a large funi should be created, some-
thing like that Which was established for
the Agoricultural Bank, and set aside to

4.:-' industries that are established, when
tile pr'essure conies fromn thle Eastern States.
When dumping occur-red from the Eastern
States, thre trust fund could be adminis-
tered hy the Government to enable strug-
gling local industries to carry on and meet
the competition. To inc that seems a very
good suggestion, and I trust it will receive
further consideration later on. Even if we
were to establish a cheap power scheme and

pr ide all the necessary facilities for
frondar industries, we Would still he con-

fotdwith the dangers arising from the
dumping of goods from the Eastern States.
It many be a sked where the necessary funds
can be procured. The fact remains that
we are always able to raise funds to meet
the requirem ents of agfricultural interests.
'Now there seems to be a generally-accepted
idea that there must he a change-over from
pure exports to halanced producetion. In
those circumstances we must consider ways
and mneans of preventing Eastern States
completition from crushing- o1r industries
at an early stage. The people of the South-
West have been amply Justified in advocat-
ing the inauguration of the Collie power
scheme, and I claim that the CGlaremiont
electorate was the first in the metropolitan
area to suipport that move in the interests
of balanced production. The time has now
arrived when consideration g-iren to the
r~eommnendation by the mnember for Ned-
lands will be worth Wvhile. Unless we take
action along- those lines within the next ten
years, there will he a very poor future
ahead of 'Western Australia.
It.

MR. MARSHALL (Mfurehison) [8.32]:
I desire to make .;ome greneral observations
on thle financial position, leavi 1mg parochial
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matters for attention when the departnental
Estimtates are before uts. Just how long it
will take thle people to realise our real posi-
tion, it is difficult to say. The Budget pre-
sented to Parliament is a were statement of
receipts and expenditure, and it furnishes
no information whatever as to whether the
State has anything but a national debt. to
hand onl to posterity. No private business
could possibly be controlled uinder similar
conditions. N_ o auditor would think of deal-
ing with the affairs of a private firm or in-
dustry tinder siniilar conditions. The first
thing he would require would be a balance
sheet enabling him to ascertain tile true
financial position of the eonmpany. On the
other hland, all that members of Parliament
have placed before them is a statement
showing how much money the Government
hopes to receive mid the manner in which
it is proposed to spend that money. v Menm-
bers arte left to decide, whether they~ will
consent to so much money being_ received by
the Government and whether the Govern-
ment will be allowed to spend it in certain
directions,. That is all we canl do, provided
we reejve the Estimates early' enough to
afford us that ol)portunity. lReally, the
whole thing amounts to a waste of valuable
time. After the expenditure of so many
millions spread over many years, have w e
nothing to hand on to posterity but an in-
debtedness of £209 lper head. to be carried
onl for all time, while in thle meantime we
airc expeted to produce sufficient wealth to
stabilise that national debt by means of in-
terest payments? Apparently that is all
wve canl hand on to our children. 'W hve
no assets or anything of value that we canl
pass onl to them. Under the old method
adopted by Parliament, which is the highest
tribunal in the land, and the most powerful,
handling as it does the largest sum of
mioney dealt with in the State, we are merely
permitted to receive a statement of receipts
and expenditure. We do not knowv whether
we have one asset of any value at all. The
Leader of the Opposition quite frankly eon-
frssed that the present Government, bearing
in mind the amlount of money at its disposal,
had carried out a remarkably good job.
That must he so, because throughont his
contribution to the debate he dlid not offer
any serious criticism of the Government's
financial administration. He bad no logical
argument to advance against the methods

the Government had adopted. In the cir-
eumstances, the Government may feel proud
of itself. The Leader of the Opposition
mentioned water supplies for farming areas.
Which Government expended large sums in
providing water supplies and water conser-
vation schemes in the interests of farmers?
The Labour Government is the only Ad-
ministration that has legislated along those
lines. Inl the period from 1930 to 1983 the
legislation passed by the Government then
in power dealt mostly with moratoriums and
restrictions against creditors. The parties
nOw in Opposition can boast of no legisla-
tion plnce(] on the statute-book in the inter-
ests of farmers. All such legislation has
lbeen enacted by Labour Governments from
time to time. Nevertheless, each successive
Government hans failed to observe the fact
that we cannot continue much longer along
the lines followed for so many years past.
If the Leader of the Opposition peruses tho
Estimates he will see that during the pre-
sent finaiicial year the Government has to
find £5,218,420 for interest alone. In other
words, half the funds that the Government
will collect in direct taxation and in chlarges
for services rendered w~ill have to be ex-
pended under thant one heading.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is an exaggerat-
tion.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is not. Those
figuires are taken from the Estimates. If
the hon. miember will take the amount of in-
terest payable in London and add that to
the amount payable in Australia, he will
find that for 1938-89 nearly £5,250,000 has
to be paid away in interest. If the Leader
of the Opposition looks up the Year Book
he will find that the Commonwealth has to
pay away 10s. 9d. out of every £1 collected
to nieet interest charges.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: The exact amount is
£8,321,062.

Mr. IMARSHALL: That is the amount
payable in Australia. That has to be added
to the amount to be paid in London, and
shows my statement to be correct.

The Premier: That is not so.
MNr. MARSHALL: Then again, another

huge amount has to be found for the pay-
mnent of what I regard as barefaced robbery.
I refer to exchange, which is simply
a matter of bank manipulation. For ex-
change alone, the Government will have to
provide £C475,000. Where does the Leader
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of the Opposition suppose we can find the
mythical markets of which he spoke?9

Hon. C. G. Latham: I said the difficulty
was to find markets.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course it is, and
that difficulty has been growing with each
succeeding year. At one time Australia was
greatly favoured by manufacturers in
foreign countries, but now the Common-
wealth is building up its own industries, and
so the foreign countries are denied that
market. All we have done is what practic-
ally every other country has done. In con-
sequence, we cannot expect to secure mar-
kets abroad.

Mr. Patrick: Australia is not a bad ar-
ket even now. She is importing more than
ever before.

Mr. MARSHALL: That may be so.
Mr. Patrick: Look at the Customs re-

ceipts.
Mr. MARSHALL: We often have a

favourable trade balance, hut in the final
analysis we merely exchange goods for
goods. If in one year we import more than
vecx;)cprt, thcnur creditors -,abra _izl

naturally require increased payments, and
for that purpose we are required to export'
sufficient to enable the indebtedness to be
liquidated. Over a period of years we
merely import as much as we export. We
do not provide the people abroad with too
much credit and they in turn reciprocate.
It is useless complaining about foreigners
not taking our goods, because we are all
the lime endeavouring to prevent foreigners
from disposing of their goods within the
Commonwealth. In those circumstances, we
must look elsewhere for a return for our
production. We cannot depend upon foreign
markets. For as long as I can remember,
Ministers, particularly in the Federal arena,
have been going abroad looking for mar-
kets.

Mr. Needham: And coming back without
them.

'Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, but bringing
with them remarkably long and complete
expenses accounts, which the taxpayers
have to pay.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: You should not give
such State secrets away.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member's
contribution to the debate was not very en-
lightening.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And yours is ver
inaccurate.

Mr. MNARSHALL: The Leader of the
Opposition cries out for markets abroad
and yet we have thousands of hungry people
at the door of Parliament Hfouse.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why does not your
Government feed them?

Hon. P. D3. Ferguson: At any rate, I do
not believe it.

Mr. MARSHALL: There are thousands
ready to eat more, to wear more and to do
more. All are anxious to foster production,
but the cost of commodities has to be con-
sidered. The Government should ask to
have returned to it the sovereign right to
control credits. The time is not far distant
when the wvhole system must inevitably col-
lapse.

Year hy year we continue to borrow credit
that belongs to the public and is issued prim-

arl upon the possibility of producing
goods. Those credits are issued by private
individuals. That is the sovereign right of
the State. People outside assume that we
r-tain that right. 1------------ - joen
luent merely administers the affairs of State
and gives effect to its policy so far as is
buiniuilv possible, having- regard to the re-
strictions imposed hy high finance. And the
Government cannot go one step) further.
The whole world is suffering in the same
wv. A wise man once said that finance was
i1rovernment and government was finance. As
we do not control the financing of the coun-
try or of industry, we cannot possibly gov-
ern the country. We are not permitted to
do so. The living standard of people in this
country is dictated by those who have con-
trol of credit and of money. There is no
Government in the Commonwealth possess-
ing that control. Private individuals exer-
cise it.

Mr. North: Did we ever have it?
Mr. MARSHALL: No. They have

usurped the sovereign rights to manufacture
money and credit, to issue and control it,
and, as 'Mr. Reginald McKenna said, those
who own and control money control the des-
tinies of a country. If it is true that finance
is government, we have no sovereign rights.

The national debt of Western Australia
varies only in a small degree from that of
the Commonwealth or that of any other
country. The whole world is gradually drift-
ing into debt to the money monopoly. Each
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and every' Government the world over, so
far as I can ascertain, finds the Reatest dif-
ficulty to raise sufficient money byv taxation
to produce the requisite interest, sinking
fund and exchiange to keep the national debt
stable. -Never 'was a greater ramp put over
society. There is not a pound of currency
that goes into circulation that is not a debt
against the notion. Yet, under a syvstemi of
that sort, we hope somec time, somehow and
by: some means to get out of our responsibili-
ties. We, can never do it. When we consider
how gradualh- but surely tire national debt is
increasing anti, side by side with it, the in-
terest burden, we shall begin to realise where
our troubles begin. That is the cause of
almost all oar ills, and until wve tackle the
problem the Leader of the Opposition witl
find it useless to eomnlilin about the Govern-
nient. Thle mioneyiN monopoly draws no dis-
tinctions, but is thle reins of g-overnment. I
once read of a Jewish boy who, while play-
ing with his schoolmates, heard another boy
say that EnglandO was going to rule the
world. The Jewish boy hastened borne to
tell his father, but the father was not con-
cerned. "Vot does it matter so long as we
own it," was tile father's reply. That i,:
our Jposition. It does not matter who rules
thle world; money owns it.

We arc taxing the people to their fullest
capacity, and ab)out One-half of What thle
Govern ment obtains by way of taxation has
to be paid out in interest onl borrowed
mioney. And that burden is con-stantly inl-
creasing. It is of no use any Government's
trying to shirk its resp~onsibility. The prob-
Imn must be tackled. We must insist that
the State shall enjo~y its sovereig-n rights.
Those who have taken away from the State
the power to control and issue credit must
hand that power back to the Government
that it mnay be free to control the destinies;
of the countr 'y. if each and every individual
is to be obliged to work, whant is hindering
us9 All we have to do is to forbid, as has
kenu done in Amecrica in recent years, the
use of anything scientific that displaces
labour. Then we could set out to reduce the
capacity of individuals to work-reduce the
size of thre shovel, reduce thle size of a truck,
reduce everything, and thus bring everybody
into work. T]hat would be the righit inethod
to adopt. If science is going- to be a curse
to us, the sooner we get away fromn it the
better, but if we accept science as a bless-

inwe cannot use it to advantage until we
--re able to get mloney debt free.

Shortly) the Loan Estimates iiill be placedl
before us. When miembers peruse the
schedule they will find that every penny of
that money is destined to be expended on
public institutions a id public necessities.
Aitlhoughi that nioney is to be expended
purely inl thle interests; of the public, every
penny will be borrowed fromn a private cor-
poration or~ institution. What do we bor-
row" Credit. Onl what is the credit issued?
Onl the cap~acity of tire country to produce
and consumle Coninoditios. So the public
irepresentatives horrow public p~roperty from
a private individnal to be spent in the inter-
ets of the public, and give a gutarantee one
day to repay the, amount in full and mevan-
while pay the interest onl it. How long- canl
we contiinue to (10 that? A few years ago.
before the burden became so heavy and(
while there were still fresh avenues of taxa-
tionl to exploit, we could manage. But the
burden is becoming impossible. No mnatter
where we eno, we find people strnggling- to
exist, Bankruptcies are miore numerous than
ever; industries are swallowing- each other;
everywhiere is manifested a desire to econo-
muisc, to reduce administration costs. Yet,
in these circumstances, we hope to bring-
about a state of prosperity. This cannot
be done. Until we re~gain sovereignty for
thle State to control credit and issue mioneyv
debt free, more particularly when the money
is required for the public benefit, we call-
not hope to enjoy any real prosperity.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
the devpression of 1030. Does hie believe that
there is not another depression up~on us? I
am riot speaking exclusively of Western
Australia. 'No depression visits Western
Australiai alone. We are not so unruly or
iaiglitv as to he inflicted with depression
while other States4 prosper. Depression is
a woild-wide phenomenon. Under the pre-
sent nmonetary sys1temi a period of inflation
occurs util the amount of credits issned
reaches the limit recognised by orthodox
IbankingL practice, and then follows a depres-
sion. The banks call up their overdrafts and
loans. The, amiount of mione y in circulation
shrinks and depression is inevitable. The
Lender of thie Opposition need only look
back onl what has happened. The depression
of 1030 was one instance, but that was not
thle first depression that had been experi-
enced. These depressions recur every few
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years, and they are inevitable under the
existing system. I have no doubt whatever
that we are on the threshold of another de-
pression. Stocks in Anieriea and in Europe
have been tumbling, and those falls must be
reflected in this State very shortly.

When the depression of 1930 occurred the
branch banks in Western Australia made no
secret of the fact that they had plenty of
money and that there was no necessity to
call up overdrafts and loans, but they were
tinder instructions from head office to take
that action. The institutions here are mere
branches. The policy is dictated by the
banks of England and of the United States
of America. The Central Reserve Batik of
the United States and the large banks of,
England direct the financial policy of the
world, and when they call a halt to the issu-
ing- of credits, depression follows. If we
do not appreciate those facts, it will be idle
to complain of our position. If we applied
to our private affairs the State system of
borrowing and spending and promising to
repay, bow long would we last 7 No time.
The country cannot afford to continue along-

This country's capacity to produce mate-
rial wealth is unlimited, but production is
restricted by the amount of money avail-
able. Banks control the supply of money,
and therefore they are responsible for the
restriction of production. Why should we
have poverty in our midst when this country
is capable of producing three, four or five
times more than is required to provide every
man, woman and child with full and plenty
of all the good things of life? Simply be-
cause money is not available. 'Money was
wade by man to serve him, and it has en-
slaved him. In this age man can fly, travel
beneath the surface of the sea, and do a mil-
lion and one other things that years ago
would have been regarded as miracles, but
he cannot make money expand or equate
with production. Man who created the
medium of money to serve him is dying of
starvation in the midst of full and plenty.
Upon our production, monetary interests
issue credit, having stolen that right from
the Government. Until we tackle the cause
of the trouble, we cannot hope to overcome
our difficulties. The taxpayers are being
asked further to reduce their purchasing
power in order to provide interest to pay for
credit obtained from private individuals when
those credits really belong to the people.

So long as we tolerate that state of things,
so long shall we find Budgets of this kind,
starvation, primary producers looking for
markets which exist here at their doors.
However, people have no money. Money
is so scarce that we dare not touch it.
Never mention monetary reform! Reform
anything, but not mnoney. Man made money,
and now he is a slave to money. It is
pitiful to walk about the streets and see
mothers and children that are neither well
fed nor wvell clothed. The member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) continually
cries out for free milk for school children;
but the Government has no money!1 Certain
idividuals, because of the desire to retain
the power they have taken from the crowd,
will let the community starve rather than
that they themselves should submit to re-
form. It is the Government's duty to re-
form the monetary system. How irksome it
is to sit here listening to criticisms levelled
at the Government because it has not spent
two shillings here or three shillings there,
as though the country was impoverished
and could not produce wealth! The true
position is that we eoni rrndnvp abnancev
of wealth. Wo can multiply the absolute
necessaries of life a thousand times over.
Yet we see multitudes going hungry. Until
we tackle the root cause of our troubles,
we must tolerate budgets such as this. I
assure the Leader of the Opposition that
if he is ever Treasurer, then provided he
will tackle the cause of our troubles I shall
always- gladly support him, if only for the
sake of humanity. Statistics show that
even infants, tiny children, are ill-fed; and
about 40 per cent. of our young men could
not pass the military standard. Commit-
tees of investigation tell us every day that
nial-nutrition is horribly common in this
country. And that is all for the want of
money! If the Opposition really believes
in this system, it has no right to criticise
the Government.

Mr. Thorn: Are you trying to twist it on
us?

Mr. MAIRSHALL: I said " if. "If'" is
a conjuction. I will explain the matter to
the hon. member.

MAr. Thorn: All right. I will take your
word.

Mr. 'MAR SHALL:- I am sorry that I can-
not reciprocate.

11r. Thorn:- You do not mean that!
'Mr, MIARSHALL: It is irksome to listen

to talk about markets abroad while ouir
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owrn people are in absolute want. True, the
Government have done much for the unem-
ployed; but how many thousands does the
Government never eater for at all? They
Jive in crowded homes, most of them sh-are
vach other's clothes, and miany of thenm are
ill-fed; and still wve want markets. Let us
-not leave W\esterni Australia iii need.

Mr. 'North: What system do you advo-
cate?

Mr. 'MARSHALL: For a start I would
advocate changes in the monetary system.
The sovereign rights of a country should
vest in the Crown, not in private persons.
'We have the Commonwealth Bank, which is
a delusion, put up to us as the peoples
bank, a national bank, but controlled by
a hoard of private bankers and investors.
As; if they would do anything to injure the
privilege of private banks to profit mate-
rially, even at the sacrifice of the corn-
)nunity's health. Matters affecting my elec-
torate I shall deal with when the relevant
departments are reached.

Vote put and passed.
'This concluded the general debate.

Votes-Legislative Assembly, £62,946;
Joint Rouse Commnittee, £64,550; Joint Print-
ing Comamittee, £,5,289;' Joint Library C7om-
init tee, £265-agreed to,

Vote-Premier's flepa rtrn rut, £619,180:

Item, State Gardens Board, £2,500.

Mr. MARSBILL: Here is an amount of
92,500 to he granted to the State Gardens
Board for maintenance and improvements
of public gardens, foreshores, Crawley, etc.
Who constitute the State Gardens Board?
What arc the board's real functions? How
frequently does the board meet? So large
an amount should not be passed without
our knowing that care is exercised in its
expenditure.

The PREIRTER: This item has appeared
on the Estimates for several years. The
'State Gardens Board does excellent work.
It is tinder the Lands Department. The
Secretary to the Premier's Department is a
member of the hoard, and I think Mr.
Morris, -formerly Under Secretary for
Lands, is also a member. The work done
by the board will he apparent to the lion.
member if he looks around the city. Main-
tNance of the Government Gardens, for in-
stance, comes out of this grant; and so does
the maintenance of camping facilities at

Dalkeith and all along the foreshore, Anid
]Maiutenance of the 'National Park.

M11r. Marshall: Does the board control
va nehep I

The PREMIER: Yes, and the Zoological
Gardens. All Government domains not
vested in Inc-al authorities are under the
State Gardens Board.

Mr. Marshall: In whom is the Yanebep
Hotel vested, and who controls the hotel?

The PREMIER: The State Gardens
Board.'

Mr. Marshall: Who financed the Stats
Gardens Board for the erection of the hotel,
which must have cost at least £E15,000? What
profit is the hotel making? If the board is
short of money, how did it manage to fin-
ance the hotel?

The PREMIER: The money for the erec-
tion of the hotel was borrowed on the
security of the State Gardens Board, and
of course on the Security of the hotel itself.
Interest and sinkinag fund on the amount
borrowed have been met by the Govern-
ment out of revenues received by it from the
State Gardens Board. The hotel is run
commercially, and so are a kiosk, a refresh-
mnent rooni, tennis courts, camps, the caves,
and parking areas at Yanchep. The Gov-
ernment is not committed in respect of the
hotel. Does the hon. member want to know
the name of the person who lent the
money?

Mr. Marshall: No.
The PREMIER: Does the hon. member

think the Government has provided the
money!

Mr. Marshall: No.
The PREMITER: The State Gardens

Board has been able to meet its obligations
from the revenues of its many activities at
Yanehep.

Mr. Thorn: Are the accounts audited?
The PREMIER.: Yes; by flamnes and Co.
MrT. Warner: Is any balance sheet ever

submitted?
The PREMIER: Yes, every year. The

State Gardens Board is controlled by an
Act of Parliament.

Mr. Marshall: 'Which Act?
The PREMIER: The Parks and Reserves

Act. I know how the board is financed,
and exactly what is happening.

Mr. AR SUTALL: This Committee
should take a serious view of the subject. I
have nothing against the State Gardens



[-20 SEPTE31OER, 1938.]01

Board, the lpersonnlel of which was unknown
to me until this evening' I understand now
that it comprises two men-Mr. 'Morris and
the Secretary to the Premier's Department.
Parliament should have submitted to it an
aud~ited balance shiett, and should k-now
what the revenue of the board is. I know
thle board makes charges; it imposes a toll ait
the new dami, and for admission to Yanchepl.

The Premier: The revenue of the board
is £18,000.

Mr. MARSHALL: The interest payable
b - the board would amount to a big sum. I
kniow the Treasurer is far too busy to worry
aqbout the State Gardens Board, although hie
would acquaint himself with what the board
has done during past years. The sum of
£18,000 is not a great deat of revenue when
one takes inito consideration the number of
gardens and places of recreation under the
hoard's control. Parliament is asked to
gratt£2,500 to a hoard of the composition of
which I was not aware. I now know it con-
sists of two members, of whom one is Mr.
Morris, lately Under Secretary for Lands,
whAee health has ben, -..- Oh that he c--1112

not possibly attend board meetings. That
reduces the board to one member. Parlia-
ment should know the ireal position -of the
board and] should be supplied with a balance
sheet.

Mr. NEEDHAM:- I have no fault to find
with -the activities of the State Gardens
Board, which I think is doing excellent work
that wvill prove of benefit to the State. I
su1port the request of the member for
Murehison for a detailed statement of the
board's activities. We certainly should have
sonic account of the board's finances. I
would inquire from the Premier by whomi
the accounts of the board are audited. Are
they audited by the Aud itor- General?

The Premnier: No.
Mr. 'NEEDHAM: I think the Auditor

General should audit the Accounts of the
board.

The PREMRIER: We hare several boards;
the King's; Park Board, the Karrakatta
Cemetery Board, the Fremantle Harbour
Trust-

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Karrakatta
Board has its own revenue.

The PREMIER: All the Government
does is to give the State Gardens Board a
grant. The properties controlled by the

state IGardens Board are a magnificent
asset.

M1r. INa shall : At one time the State
Gardens Board had under its control the
gardens of: Parliament House, but the House
Conimittee soon took control of them again.

The PREAiER :Probably it was more
ec(ionical ror the House Committee to do
so, The grant of £2,500 to the State
Gardens Board is used[ in the maintenance
of the Sti rlinr, and Supreme Court garndens,
the Crawler: recreation reserve, which is
used hr children for swimming and other
purposes, Point Walter, National Park,
V*anehep Park, Canning Weir Darn, East
Perth Cemnetery, Dalkeith Reserve, Norna-
hip, Serpentine, the, Mint grounds, the
Librar -y g--rounds, the Perth Hospital
grounds, and grounds of other public build-
ings. These are kept if not in a state of
beauty, at least in reasonable order. The
other activities of the board are financed
from revenue which it receives.

Ron. C. 0. Lathams: Doai the board at-
tend to the Perth Hospital grounds?

The PREMIE1lR: Yes.
Mr. Raphanel: Is it keeping- a crayfish

stall ?
The PREMIER: The hon. member has

heeni endeavouring to secure the removal of
the hoardings. from the eastern end of the
Esplanade, acid a satisfactory arrangement
has been made for that purpose.

M~r. Raphael: At a price.
The PREMIER : At a price-a reason-

,able price, too. 'What has been done to the
foreshore of the river by the State Gardens
Board at a comparatively small cost is a
wonderful achievement.

M1r. Raphael: You give the council some
land. They spend money on it, and Mr.
Shiapeott comes along and stops the comple-
tion of the work.

The PREMIER: Everything is being
finalised. The assets created by the State
Gardens Board reflect the greatest credit
upon those responsible for tihe adininistra,
tion of it during the past eighit or ten years.

Mr. Raphael: Only Air. Sbapcott could
have done that!

The PREMIER: Constant improvements
are proceeding at very little expense to the
Governient. The board's operations are
managed economically.

Oil
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MUr. Warner: The member for Mfurehison
wishes to know the exact financial position
of the board.

The PREMIER: The amount on the Esti-
mates is the amiount directly contributed by
the Government for the upkeep of the gar-
dens I have mentioned. The revenue of the
board itseif is £18,000, which is collected
from various sources. All that money is
spent in the upkeep and improvement of
the gardens.

Mr. Raphael: He certainly does a good
job.

The PREMIER: I do not know who "he"
is. The board does a good job.

The OHAIRiM-AN: Order! T ask the
member for Victoria Park to keep order.

The PREM.NIgR:t Yanchep is one of the
main tourist attractions of the metropolitan
area. If a private entertainment company
were promoted to take over that property,
we should certainly get at least £:50,000 for
it. That magnificent asset has been ceated
and maintained partly out of the grant of
£2,500 per annuin made by the Government.

M1r. Raphael: Does the £C18,000 include
the takings from the new hotel at Yanchep?

The PREMIER: That is the figure 1 have
given.

Mr. Marshall: The hotel might be run at
a loss.

Mr. Doney: From what source other than
Yanehep does the hoard's revenue accrne-1

The PREMIER: From the eaves, hire of
boats, Stirling- Institute, bathing sheds, en-
trance and parking fees, tennis courts, etc.
What was formerly termned "White City" has
now been converted into tennis courts. The
property at the foot of William-street will
be let at a rental and that rental will be
expended by the State Gardens Board iii
improving- public property.

Mr. Raphael: The rental is £E1,000 a year.
The PREMINER: It will be £1,000. Does

the bon. member require any further infor-
mation?

Mr. Raphael: Does the State Gardt-ns
Board give preference to unionists?

The PREMI1ER: Yes.
Mr. MARSHALL: My complaint is not

about what the board is doing. I wanted to
know the names of the members of the board.
I do not know now of whom the board coil-
sists, except the Secretary to the Fremier.
[ feel confident that MNr. MI~orris does not
attend meetings of the board, so apparently
the Secretary to the Premier is the State

Gardens Board, I am not complaining of
the grant of £C2,500 to the board, but I think
Paerliament should lie supplied with an
audited financial statement of the affairs of
the board. The State reeeiv-es thousands of
pounds a year from the Lotteries Commnis-
sion by way of revenue. That commission,
is compelled to furnish an audited report to
Parliament each year.

Hon. C. G. Lathami: That commission is
handling the public's money.

Mr. MARSHALL: It handles, the money
of oniy a section of the people. The only
way I can ascertain whether we are getting
value is by the presentation to this House of
a balance sheet audited by our own auditor.
I want to (diseover what other money comecs
in, and where it comecs from. If one did not
obtain the information from other people,
one would not know that there was a charge
for admission to Yane he1), Canning Weir and
National Park. As we contribute a fairly
large sum of money to the maintenance of
those places, we are entitled to an audited
balance sheet. W1-e do not know whether that
hotel has been a wise investment. It may be
a burden on the State Gardens Board. 'I
remind members that Yanehiep is a long way
out. What I fear is that we may be contri-
buting £2,500 not for the beautification of
our gardens but for the maintenance of a
blunder. That hotel should have been a State
Hotel. It should be State property and con-
trolled by the State.

The Premier: It does belong to the State.
Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know whether

it does. The Treasurer has told me that it
is vested in the board.

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. MARSHALL: That board does not

submit a balance sheet. Therefore how can
the hotel belong to the State?

The Premier: It does.
Mr. MARSHALL: Then we should have a

balance sheet.
The Premier: We do not get a balance

sheet for the State hotels.
Hon. C. G. Latham: There is a balance

sheet for the State hotels.
The Premier: Not for each of the various

hotels.
Mr. MARSHALL: I do not think a hal-

anee sheet is received by the Government.
We obtain a statement of revenue and ex-
penditure but that is all wre get. The Gov-
ernment should he more exact in the framing
of information for Parliament. If the House
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has no objection to this asset being- banded
to one man, I have no more to say. T have
protested, and tbat is all I can do.

Vote put and passed.

Votes--Governor's Establishment, £62,500;
Exrecjstive Council, £5' -agreed to.

Vote-London Agency, £11,540:

Item, Agent General, £2,000.
-Mr. HEGNEY: Has consideration been

gmiven to the making of a fresh appointment,
and does the Government consider it neces-
sary for such further appointment to he
made? This question was brought promi-
nently to notice as a result of a discussion
in London arising out of a slight directed to-
wards representatives of the States at public
functions in that city. I consider the office
is one that could very well cease to exist.* The
Agent General has nothing to do with the
raising of public funds outside of Australia.
The only other function he might have to
tcarry out would possibly be in connection
with marketing: but we all know that mar-
keting depends upon the purchasing power
in the world, and the position of this State
onl overseas markets is very difficult indeed.
Thus the activities of the Agent General
in. this direction must be considerably
limited. The estimated expenditure on this
agencey is £1I1,540 and ii, view of the sugges-
tion of the Leader of the Opposition earlier
to-night that we should curtail expenditure,
the Government could very well give con:-
sideration to abolishing the office. I under-
stand the term of the present Agent General
has expired. Evidently there are no applica-
tions for the position to-day, and we should
eat out the offiee.

,1r. LAMBERT: A number of members
would like to have some informiation on this
subject. We know that the term, of offie of
Sir Hal Colebatch has been extended from
time to time but I do not know the reason
why. I do know that the money spent on
this ag&ency is altogether out of proportion
to the usefulness of the office. The Agent
General receives £2,000 a year. The secre-
tary receives £459 and on the Estimates £722
is provided for him in 1938-89. Typists and
attendant are to receive £1,261 and under
the heading of cables, postage, telephone,
stationery and so on-

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
Item 1. The hon, member may refer to Esti-

mates only down to '-Adjustments from pre
viOU5 Years."'

Mr. RAPHAEL: it was, my intention to
m~ove that this Vote be struck oat. 211
opinion, like that of the member for Mliddi
Swan, is that the time is long overdue to:
the Labour Uovernment now in office ti
give consideration to the appointment ofx
Labour man to the position of Agent
General. Criticism has been levelled at thi
Goverinent, not only by members of thi:
Chamiber, but by those of another place
and a me~mber representing the East Pro
vine has called for all the papers relativ4
to the appointment of a certain officer.

The CRIIIAN: Order! That has no
thing- to do with the Agent-General.

Mr, RAPHLAEL: A man has been allowec
to continue in the office of Agent-General
although hie holds political opinions differ
eat fromt those of the Government. I raised
a point of order when the Leader of tho
INational Party was speaking, but he waw
allowed to digress.

Thei CHIA2J0AN: Order! That is a re,
lecLion on1 the Chair.

- r.1. IAHA : No, tino
The CHJAIU]MAN: The lion, member wil:

cojiline his remarks to Item N11o. 1, or h(
will resume his sent.

31r. 'RAPHALEL: It what I said -was A
rellection on the Chair, I 'withdraw th(
remark. The present occupant or the officE
has been allowed to continue although h(
has alw ays been a political opponent of tht
Labour Party. I would like the Govern.
ment to appoint a Labour man to the posi-
tion. When Opposition members arc in
power, they always see to it that theix
supporters recive any plums that are
flavaijlable.

Mr. MeI~arty: Who appointed Mr.
Angwin Y

MNr. RAPHAEL: When he stood for elec-
tion on the last occasion, it wvas not as
a Labour man. He stood as an indepen.
dent at a municipal election.

The Premier: The Labour Govern meal
appointed Mr. Angwin.

AMr. Lambert: The Mitchell Government
re-appointed him.

The Premier: No.
Ifr. RA4PHAEL: I make no bones about

it. A Labour Government is in power and
is accused of doing all sorts of things. If
it is to be accused in that way. it should
go fuill out and appoint its supporters to
any vacIrancies that occur.

9L



914 EASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: Now we know what than it would appear we secure at Savor
to expect.

.Mr. RAPHAEL: The Government should
have taken the bull by the horns and ap-
pointed someone in Sir Hal Colebatch's
place, someone with the Labour taint at-
taching to him.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is a taint, is ill
Mr. Sampson: That is a confession.
Mr. RAPHAEL: I hope the Government

will take early actioA. We have been
challenged on every occasion by the Leader
of the Opposition with regard to Mr.
DYunphy, and his appointment has also been
challenged in the Council.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member may, not discuss Mr. flnnphy's ap-
pointment on this item.

Mr-. RAPHAEL: Perhaps not, but I have
got my point in.

Mr. STYANTS: Will the Premier explain
the increase in the payment to the Secre-
tary to the Agent-Genteral, which shows an
increase from £E459 to £722 and also the
decrease for the indent officer from £610
for 1937-38 to.£170 for the cur-ent financial
year.

The PREMIER: The Secretary to the
Agent-General, Mr. Rushton, retired two or
three years ago and the indent officer, who
is a very capable man and has been on the
staff for 30 years-

M~r. Lambert: It is time he retired.
The PREMIER: He has retired. The

indent officer carried on the secretarial
duties as wvell as his own.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The positions have
been amalgamated, have they not?

The PREMIER: Yes. If the member for
Kalgoorlie adds the two items for last year
and the current year, he will find there is
not much difference between them.

Item, Exhibits for Savoy' House, £40.
Afr. LAMBERT: The total expenditure on

the London Agency for last year was £12,030.
Yet the expenditure on the whole of the ex-
hibits for Savoy House for advertising this
State was £37!

Alr. Thor-n: That was for window dress-
ing.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: Most of the exhibits
are presented.

Mr. LAMBERT: That may be tim hut
nevertheless there is a lot in the contention
raised by the member for Victoria Park.
l",leC.s better service is rendered the State

House, it is time to review the position.
Mr. Needham: And to change our lod-

Mr. LAIET I shall not say anything
regarding Sir Hal Colebatchi or appoint-
meonts of a political nature. It was most
deplorable that the member for Vitoriaj
Park should-

The Premier: Follow a rotten example.
Mr. LAMBERT: It wa~s most deplorable

flint hie should suggest that to important
appointments should attach any political sig-
nificance whatever.

Mr. Raphael: That will not worry the
member for Victoria Park.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is deplorable that only
£37 should have been spent on exhibits from
Western Australia.

The Premier: We do not have to supply
the exhibits. We get wine, leather, pearl-
shells, wheat and all sorts of exhibits sup-
plied.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the Government can
spend £11,500 on the upkeep of this estab-
lishiment, surely it can spend £10,000 in pro-
viding exhibits.

The Premier: Why spend money on them
when they are given to us?

Mr. LAMBERT: Why should the Pre-
mier go round cap-in-hand for promiscuous
exhibits to be displayed at Savoy House?

The Premier: They are donated.
Mr. LAMBERT: I have never seen anr-

body donate anything in this country.
The Premier: A fine display of the re-

sources of Western Australia is shown.
Mr. LAMBERT: The position at Savoy

House is deplorable. The sooner a change
is made there, the better it will he. for the-
State. Possibly exhibitions can be given in
some fashionable club in London.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
confine his remarks to the Item before the
Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: Has Sir Hal Colebatch-
ever asked for exhibits to be sent to Savoy
Hlousc? We hlave not heard very much from
hin on that score. Has he returned to-
Western Australia since he was appointed t%~
the position in London?

The Premier: He has been here.
Mr. LAMBERT: The Agent General re-

ceives £2,000 a year. That is all right for
sonme fashionable club in London.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Mr. LAM3BERT: Some years ago an ex-
hibition was held in London, but nine-tenths
oDf our mineral exhibits were put into a cel-
lar, and never seen.

The CHAIRMAN: Was that exhibition
held at Savoy House?

Mr. LAuMBER.T: Yes, but the exhibits
were never used. The Agent General took
no interest in them.

Mr. Hegney: What proof have you of
that?

Mr. LAIMBERT: If the intention is to
continue the office of Agent General it should
be reorganised throughout. I adknit the
Agent General cannot be here to defend
himself.

Thle CHAIRMNAN: Will the bon. member
confine his remarks to the Itemn? I shall
Dot warn him again.

Mir. LAMINBERT: I want to know to what
extent our exhibits are being, shown at Savoy
House. Savoy House has been an absolute
disgrace. In contradistinction to the other
States of the Commonwealth and to Canada
and South Africa, Western Australia is a
mere cipher in the matter of publicity at
Savoy House. The Leader of th. e Upposi-
tion owes a duty to this Committee to tell
his experience of Savoy House exactly as
he has told it to me. A great deal can be
done for Western Australia at Savoy IHouse.
The Agency General should not be abolished.
The focal point of our London Agency
should he the exhibits.

The CHAIRTMAN: Order! The hon.
member will resume his seat. I ask mem-
hers to assist me in keeping order. I do niot
like the hilarity that is going onl.

Mr. LAM_%BERT: Savoy House shnuld
bring prominently before the purchasing
public of Great Britain the products West-
ern Australia has to sell. Out of sonic
£11,000 only £37 was expended by the Gov-
ernment last year on purchasing exhibits for
the London Agency. The Committee should
take cognisance of the disparity between the
two amounts. The value of the agency Is
linked with the exhibits. Somne States have
abolished their Agent General and substi-
tuted a Trade Conmmissioner.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAMT: I would not have
ris~en but that the Committee might think I
bave taken the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie into a corner and given away confi-
dences reg-arding the exhibits at Savoy
House. The Premier was in London last
year-, and is as well aware as is anyone else

of what is required at Savoy House. Many
exhibits are given to the Government to be
shown at SJavoy House. Various exhibits
will be returnied to Savoy House from the
Glasgow Exhibition, However, far more
exhibits might be shown there. Certainly
the gold exhibit is highly attractive. M1ineral
exhibits, it need hardly be said, cannot with
advantage be chianged yearly. I rose chiefly
in order that the Committee might not re-
ceive anl impression that I told the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie things that I would
niot state on the floor of the Chamber. I
hope that when ant opportunity offers, this
Vote will he increased.

Mr. McUDONALD: The member for Yil-
g~aInl- Coolga rd ie very properly said that we
should exercise care in criticising the admin-
tration of an officer 'who is not here to
speak for himself. Whether the exhibits at
Savoy House are adequate or inadequate
may be a matter of opinion, but I have
heard from English visitors that in the
Agent General we have not only a manl who
has bad a distinguished career in Western
Australia, hut also a man who has made his
mark in London and -who is outstanding
a mo ngst the Agents General there. Whilst
there may he somne arguments in favour of
amalgamating with the Commonwealth as
reg-ards exhibits and other matters under
his administration, we have in Sir Hal Cole-
batch a manl who is most capable. and( who
has discharged his functions, according to
information brought out here, in a highly
skilful and satisfactory maniner.
The PREMIER: Members know that the

Government patronised the exhibition that
was held at the premises of D. and W.
Murray, Ltd., about 15 months agzo; but the
Government did niot purchase any of the
exhibits, which were provided by various
manufacturers and by trading concerns of
the State. The exhibition was successful,
but the Government did niot spend money
onl it.

MAr. Raphael: The only way to sell our
products is to exhibit them.

The PREMIER: It was a vcry good
exhibition. Exhibits are shown at the office
of the Ag-ent General in London, but none
of those exhibits is purchased hr the Gov-
eranient. They are made available by the
parties interested.

Mr. Doney: v Are the exhibit;; at Savoy
House satisfactory?

915
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The PLEMIER: Yes.
Mr. Patrick: They are not too good.
The PREMIER: They arc good Western

Australian exhibits and well worthy of cx-
hibition. These exhibit., create considerable
interest in our product,,, and very little
mioney is expended onl the purthase of them.

Mr. SAMPSON: Having been in Savoy
House on various occasions, t feel that the
criticism to-nig-ht is unjustified and unfair.
The service given by thie Agent General and
by the staff of Savoy House is far superior
to that given at Australia House.

M,%r. H-egney: Did yon see the exhibits at
Savoy HouseV

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes. The Agent General
informed me that exhibits representative of
this State are displayed whenever an exhi-
hition is held.

Vote put aiud passed.

Vote-Public Servrice Commissioner,

Mr. NEEDHAM: W\ill the Premier in-
form the Committee of the intention of the
Government regarding the future control of
the Public Service? Some time ago the Pre-
mier stated through the Press that the Gov-
ernment intended to create a public service
board, but we have not heard any more
about it. I am not criticising or challeng-
ing the Government's action in reappointing
the Public Service Commissioner; that is
within the power of the Government. As
to the wisdom of the action, I am not pre-
pared at present to speak. Are the public
servants to be controlled by one man, the
Commissioner, or does the Government in-
tend to appoint a board?

The PREMIER: The Press announce-
menit stated that consideration would be
given to the proposal. That consideraio
has been given, and if any change is to be
mode in the control of the Public Service
the introduction of legislation will be neces-
sary. When such legislation is before the
House, all particulars will be supplied. I
will not give the hon. member an assurance
that the matter will be brought forward this
session. It may be introduced, like many
other matters on the Government pro-
gramme, if suffiient time is available.

Vote put and passed.

Vot es.-Government Motor Car Service,
£3,795; Printibg, £65,060;-agrecd to.

Voie-2'ourist Bu reau, R6,600:

Iteni, Salaries, £83,550.
Mr. SAMPS ON: I am pleased that an in-

crease of £2,213 has been provided for this
departn, hut. I ani convinced that it
would 1)0 a business proposition to quail-
ruiple the amount. This State is most
nmndest aid unassuming. It is, indeed,
dumb in resp~ect to the beauties that exist
within its b)orders. The department is
strangled by lack Of funds~l.

The Premier: We have iiearly doubled the
vote this year.

Mr. SAM1PSON: I acknowledge that, but
it is only a drop in the bucket. Were the
aniaunt multiplied four times, it would be
a business proposition, and people wonld lie
brought to the State ini large numbers.

The Premier: This is a step in the right
direction. You cannot run before you walk.

.11r. SAMPSON: It would be a paying
proposition immediately if more mouey
were spent on this department and more
advertising were done in the Eastern States.
Tasmania, a State of great beauty, has an
office, here, and other States go to a lot of
trouble and expense to make their attrac-
tions, known. I am convinced] also that if
the -State Shipping Service made known the
possibilities that exist for sighbt-seeing be-
tween ]Freniantle and Darwin, thle number
of people travelling onl our boats would be
greatly increased. I am glad to know the
Cave House is being re-huilt. More money,
however, should be spent onl advertising the
State. South Australia, a comparatively
unattractive State, spends a tremendous
amount Of money in comparison with that
sp~ent by Western Australia, and people are
thus induced to visit that State. We could
do the same. We could secure some of the
visitors that at present go to North Queens-
land. I hope the increase made this year is
but an earnest of greater increases in the
next few years.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Lit erory and Scientific Grants,
£11,300:

Item, Fish and Gamne Society of Western
Australia, £150.

Mr. MeLARTY: I noticed that an amount
of £,150 was spent on this society last year
and that the same amiount is to be made
available this year. That money was spent
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in an endeavour to stock the fresh water
streams in the South-West with trout. I
am disappointed that there has not been anl
increased vote. A considerable amount of
voluntary work is tarried out in connection
with the stocking of the streams.

The Premier: This vote was cut out not
tlng ago. As a result of your representa-
tions the £150 wfls placed on the Estimates
onice more. You should be grateful.

Mr. HeLARTY: I assure the Premier
that I am grateful; but in view of the large
amount of voluntary work being done, and
the fact that it is so widely spread, there is
justification in asking for more. Branches
of the society have been established through-
out the South-West-at Collie and Peinber-
toll, in the timber areas, the hills, and the
farming districts. Thle members travel con-
siderable distances to attend meetings.
There is not the slightest doubt that if we
canl establish trout in the South-West-

Mr. Doust: We have done so.
Mr. MeLARTY: The establishment of

trout in the South-West streams wvill make
atrieedo.edifres to th tourist trade.

As the member for Nelson has pointed out,
it has been proved that trout will live in the
streams and miultipl ,Y. The expenditure of
more motley Onl this work would undoubtedly
lbring a return. The Vote is not bringing
a direct return, but it will bring anl indirect
return. Nothing would be more attrac-
tive to tourists than trout fishing, in the
South-West : but money is required to keep

hatcheries ,going, and members of the society
haive beens utnable to raise sufficient. Ani n,
inspection of streams whore trout have been
liberatcd is necessary; but there is no money
for anl inspector. Thle £150 allotted is soon
used. Moreover, the society was in debt
wvhen the grant was made. I again appeal
to the Premier for an increased Vote.

Vote 1sut and passed.

rote-I reasury, £29,001-agreed to.
Vote-Audit, £C15,900:
Mr. TONKIN: There is a considerable

increase for the Audit Department. A rough
calculation shows that it represents about 12
per cent. Looking through earlier Esti-
mates, I find that in no previous yenr has
there been such a large increase. The only
years in wvhich there were increases ap-
proachling the present figure were 1934-35
and 1935-36. In those years increases of

about £1,200 were shown, lbut for the cur-
rent financial year there is an increase of
£1,710 onl an expenditure for last year of
£14,190. No doubt there is a good reason
for it, but I would like to know what that
reason is.

Thle PREMIER: The principal reason for
tile increase is that the audliting of accounts
of committee hospitals in country districts
is now being dealt with by the Auditor Gen-
eral's Department. Formeorly that was not
done, but as tile Government contributes so
mucli towards the upkeep of those hospitals
it has been necessary for the auditing to be
undertaken. That has involvedA the appoint-
ment of additional staff.

Mr. Tonkin: Was not flint (lone last year.
The PREMIER: No. The additional

officers have been appointed this year in
order to cape with the extra wvork. That
hlas meant increased travelling- allowances.

Vote put and psassed.

Votes-Comnpaessionate Allowances, etc.,
£7,631; 'Government Stores, £16,885; Taxa-
tion, £33,900-a greed to.

T7ote-M1iSellaneois Services, £643,546:

Item, Victoria Institute and Industrial
School for the Blind and Braille Society,
pound for p~oundu, £2,800.

Hon. C. G. LATHA~iV: I would like an
explanation of tile £4,000 decrease in the
item.

Mr. Marshall: We have now taken Divi-
sion No. 22, which (leals with M-iscellaneous
Services, but the Chairman has not called
DJivision No. 21, which relates to the Work-
ers' Homes Board.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no item in
that division.

Mr. Marshall: But there is a.Tate.
The CHAIRMAN : Thlere is no Vote. It

is a set-off.
Mr. 'Marshall: The division shows there is

at Vote of £17,650 for the purposes of the
Workers' Homes Board.

The CHAIR-MAN: There is no expendi-
ture from revenue involved.

-Yr. Marshall: But the estimated expendi-
tlure is £17,650.

Mr. Sampson: An increase of £1,148.
Thle CHAIRMAN: There is no Vote, and

there is Ilotbilig to put before the Committee.
Ifr. Cross: Then how can we get any in-

formation regarding matters affecting the
Workers' Homes Board?
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Thle CHIA IRMAN: The bon. member eall-
not get information under this Division any
more than lie canl get information regarding
the University or the Public Serv-ice Commis-
sioner.

The Premier: It is mnerelyv a matter of
adm1]i nistrin payments, carried out from
revenue.

M:-. Marshall: I cannot understand the
pesition. Here we have expenditure indi-
cated amounting to £17,650, anid it provides
for salaries of officers and incidental con-
tingencies.

The CHAIRMAN: If the lion. member
will look on page 35 of the Estimates he will
get all the information he requires. He will
there find that the expenditure is rebated
from the Workers' Hoimes Fluid. The holl.
member cnnn't discuss the division, because
there is no item to discuss.

Mr. Marshall: It is useless being her-f
It makes no difference.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Reverting to the
Vote for Miscellaneous Services, I. would like
some information as to the reduction in the
grant for the Victoria Institute and Indus-
trial School for the Blind and the Braille
Soeiety, oil a pound for pound basis, from
£6,800 to £2,800. I hope the Premier will
explain the reason for the decrease, because
I have yet to learn that this institution can
do without so much moneyv.

The PREMIER: The explanation is that
last year the Vote was increased by £4,000
to finance the building of a wvorkshop. The
Government could not provide the additional
£4,000 every year, so the subsidy has re-
verted to thle original amount of £2,800.

Item, Subsidy for Road Transport Ser-
vices. £6,300.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Will the Premier
give the Committee any information regard-
ing the increase of £5,520 in this Vote, which
last year was £688, and this year is £6,300?

The PREMIER: During the last four or
five -years a wheat cartage subsidi, was
granted to farmiers in outback districts) to
assist them in carting their wheat to Lake
Grace, Newdegate and( other centres. This
year all arrangements for such cartage have
been made by the Transport Board, and the
decrease under the hleading of the wheat
cartage subsidy has been made available to
the Transport Board, which has made satis-
factory arrangements with contractors to do

h ~eat carting-. That is the method now

adopted instead of financing the work by
means of a direct grant from the Treasury.
The arrangements entered into are very
satisfactory, and the cost to the department
w'ill be less, though increased services will
the rendered iii the areas concerned.

ItQni, Grant to West 'Murray, Road Board
for foreshore and river improvements, £20.

Mr. MVeLARTY: Will the Premier explain
what this item means?

The PREMIER: The West Murray Road
Board] is in charge of the foreshore and col-
lets fees that, instead of going into rev-
enue, are refunded to the board for adminis-
trative purposes.

Item, Adjiiuent in Government Stores
Account, £778.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMI: floes this item
mean that there is a deficiency in the Gov-
ernnieiit Stores accounts?

The PREMIER: No. The item refers to
obsolete material, the value of which has
been wvritten off.

V ote put and passed.

Vote-Forests, £28,800-agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.41 p.mn.


